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A Monthly  Journal  devoted  to  Missionary  Work  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  U.  S.  A. 

No.  OCTOBER,  1901.  10. 


QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  MISSIONARY  CANDIDATE. 

Rev.  John  Gillespie , D.D. 

— The  late  Dr.  Gillespie  sent  us  a copy 
of  the  following  paper  a few  weeks  before 
his  death.  It  presents  the  qualifications 
of  "the  missionary  candidate”  with  such 
simplicity  and  impressiveness  that  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  reprinting  it,  for  the 
benefit  of  young  men  in  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  who  are  at  present 
considering  the  claims  of  the  foreign 
service. — 

Matthew  Henry  has  well  said  that  the 
gospel  ministry  is  "a  noble  calling,”  but 
“a  wretched  trade.”  This  is  eminently 
true  of  the  foreign  missionary  service.  It 
is  a calling,  not  a trade — a divine  calling. 
"No  man  taketh  the  honor  unto  himself, 
but  when  he  is  called  of  God,  even  as  was 
Aaron.”  It  is  of  the  first  importance, 
therefore,  to  determine  what  constitutes  a 
divine  call  to  the  work  of  foreign  mis- 
sions. So  far  as  the  ordained  man  is  con- 
cerned, it  certainly  includes  all  that  is 
involved  in  the  call  to  the  gospel  ministry 
at  home,  possibly  more  in  some  direc- 
tions. The  same  essential  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  are  necessary  to  preach 
the  gospel  in  China  and  Africa  which  are 
found  indispensable  in  America.  On  the 
spiritual  side  two  things  are  indispensable. 

1.  . A clear  hope  in  Christ,  coupled  with 
a high  spiritual  purpose  in  life.  "Spiritual 
men  for  spiritual  service”  is  a principle 


which  lies  at  the  very  foundation.  Much 
of  the  service  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
foreign  missionary  is  anything  but  spirit- 
ual in  itself.  This  was  true  of  Dr.  Duff 
in  Calcutta,  when  he  sat  down  to  teach 
three  or  four  boys  the  English  alphabet; 
but  he  did  it  with  a view  to  sapping  the 
foundations  of  caste  by  an  education  "sat- 
urated with  the  Bible.”  When  David 
Livingstone  turned  his  back  upon  the  lit- 
tle mission  in  South  Africa  to  penetrate 
the  heart  of  the  Dark  Continent  it  was 
not  direct  spiritual  service;  but  he  did  it 
in  the  confident  expectation  that  many 
preachers  would  follow  the  path  he  meant 
to  open,  and  that  the  day  would  come 
when  "men  would  be  converted  by  every 
sermon  preached.”  In  reviewing  his  first 
year  in  Africa  one  of  our  missionaries  ex- 
pressed surprise  at  the  amount  of  time 
required  to  be  devoted  to  secular  affairs; 
"but,”  he  added,  "we  are  determined  to 
instruct  the  people  in  applied  Christianity, 
and  to  do  it  in  a spiritual  atmosphere .” 
All  this,  though  not  in  the  first  instance 
spiritual  service,  needs  spiritual  men  to 
make  it  tell  for  Christ.  The  mere  fact  of 
being  a missionary  does  not  of  itself  tend 
to  promote  spiritual  life.  Familiarity 
with  the  superstitions  and  abominations 
of  heathenism  has  the  very  opposite  ten- 
dency, save  as  through  divine  grace  they 
drive  the  missionary  to  his  closet  and  the 
Throne.  A "good  hope  through  grace,” 
and  all  that  is  necessary  to  sustain  and 
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develop  spiritual  life,  such,  as  established 
habits  of  Bible  study  and  communion 
with  God  through  the  indwelling  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  are  essential  to  successful 
work  in  the  foreign  field. 

2.  An  earnest  and  intelligent  desire  to 
'preach  the  gospel  to  the  unevangelized. 
David  Livingstone,  when  asked  what  were 
the  chief  requirements  of  a successful  mis- 
sionary, gave  as  the  first,  “a  goodly  por- 
tion of  God’s  own  loving  yearnings  over 
the  souls  of  the  heathen.” 

There  ought  to  be  an  earnest  desire  for 
this  service,  a devout  longing  to  publish 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  those  sit- 
ting in  darkness.  By  this  I do  not  mean 
that  there  must  necessarily  be  an  irre- 
sistible impulse,  an  onrushing  tide  of  zeal, 
which  sweeps  a man  into  the  work  in  spite 
of  obstacles  and  almost  in  spite  of  himself. 
In  nothing  is  wise  discrimination  more 
needed  than  in  distinguishing  between  a 
God-breathed  “ woe  is  me,”  and  a momen- 
tary impulse  which  is  born  of  excitement 
without  an  adequate  apprehension  of  the 
situation.  An  earnest,  purposeful  desire 
to  do  the  work  of  a foreign  missionary  is 
essential,  but  that  desire  may  be  the  out- 
come of  a protracted  process  of  painstak- 
ing and  prayerful  study  of  the  subject.  A 
man  owes  it  to  his  Master,  to  himself,  and 
cto  the  work  to  make  such  a study  of  the 
subject  in  advance.  The  desire  should  be 
intelligent  as  well  as  earnest.  There  must 
be  a look  without  as  well  as  a look  within. 
A man  must  consider  the  nature  of  the 
work  and  count  the  cost.  The  experience 
of  the  late  Bev.  James  Gilmour,  mission- 
ary of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  in 
Manchuria,  is  in  point.  He  writes : “After 
I became  satisfied  that  I had  found  the 
AVay  of  Life,’  I decided  to  tell  others  of 
that  way,  and  felt  that  I lay  under  respon- 
sibility to  do  what  I could  to  extend 
Christ’s  kingdom.  Among  other  plans 
of  usefulness  that  suggested  themselves 


to  me  was  that  of  entering  the  ministry. 
But  in  my  opinion  there  were  two  things 
that  every  one  who  sought  the  office  of 
the  ministry  should  have;  namely,  an  ex- 
perimental knowledge  of  the  truth  which 
it  is  the  work  of  the  minister  to  preach, 
and  a good  education  to  help  him  to  do 
it;  the  former  I believed  I had,  the  latter 
I hoped  to  obtain.  So  I quietly  pursued 
the  college  course  till  I entered  on  the 
last  session,  when,  after  prayerful  con-, 
sideration  and  careful  deliberation,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  offer  myself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry.  Having  de- 
cided as  to  the  capacity  in  which  I should 
labor  in  Christ’s  kingdom,  the  next  thing 
which  occupied  my  serious  attention  was 
the  locality  where  I should  labor.  Occa- 
sionally before  I had  thought  of  the  rela- 
tive claims  of  the  home  and  foreign  fields, 
but  during  the  summer  session  in  Edin- 
burgh I thought  the  matter  out  and  de- 
cided for  the  mission  field.  Even  on  the 
low  ground  of  common  sense  I seemed  to 
be  called  to  be  a missionary.  Is  the  king- 
dom a harvest  field?  Then  I thought  it 
reasonable  that  I should  seek  the  work 
where  the  work  was  most  abundant  and 
the  workers  fewest.” 

This  was  the  plain,  common-sense  proc- 
ess by  which  that  apostle  to  Manchuria 
reached  a decision  as  to  duty ; but  it  would 
be  difficult  to  point  to  a man  within  the 
whole  range  of  modern  missionaries  with 
whom  the  desire  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
the  heathen  was  more  of  a passion.  The 
Church  Missionary  Society  puts  the  mat- 
ter plainly  in  its  Candidates  in  Waiting: 
“But  after  all  the  call  is  very  simple  to 
him  who  in  childlike  faith  has  prayed, 
‘Send  me.’  In  one  of  the'  many  wavs  in 
which  His  sheep  hear  His  voice  the  Divine 
Shepherd  can  speak  to  the  listening  soul. 
Sometimes  the  call  will  come  through  a 
human  messenger,  sometimes  through  His 
Word ; sometimes  it  will  be  heard  only 
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in  the  inner  chamber  of  the  heart,  some- 
times it  will  come  through  outward  cir- 
cumstances and  opened  doors.  Sometimes 
it  will  be  a ringing  call  to  press  through 
seeming  impossibilities  to  some  special 
work  beyond ; sometimes  it  will  be  a quiet 
guiding  to  take  ‘the  next  step’  toward  the 
mission  field,  with  no  clear  conviction  as 
to  what  the  following  step  shall  be.  But 
fl'hatever  the  varying  form  or  force  of  the 
call,  the  essence  of  it  is  this : ‘The  sheep 
hear  his  voice,  and  he  ealleth  his  own 
sheep  by  name  and  leadeth  them  out ; and 
when  he  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep  he 
goetli  before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow 
him,  for  they  know  his  voice.’  ” 

To  this  add  the  testimony  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Nassau,  wife  of  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Nas- 
sau, M.D.,  of  Africa,  written  just  before 
her  death : “Let  no  one  attempt  this  work 
without  being  possessed  with  an  earnest, 
single-eyed  devotion  of  heart  and  life  to 
the  service  of  the  Redeemer.  My  heart 
does  sometimes  ache  for  friends  and  for 
home  associations,  but  deeper  than  pain 
is  the  humble  gratitude  that  God  has  per- 
mitted me  to  be  one  of  His  workers.” 

It  is  possible  both  to  underestimate  and 
overestimate  the  mental  qualities  required. 
So  many  elements  enter  into  successful 
foreign  missionary  work  that  some  of 
them  may  be  found  in  large  measure  where 
mental  endowments  are  not  of  the  first 
order.  On  the  other  hand  a man  of  high 
grade  in  intellectual  endowment  may  be 
conspicuously  lacking  in  qualities  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  If  we  bear  one 
thought  in  mind  it  will  help  us  in  our  esti- 
mate just  here.  Foreign  missionaries  are 
to  be  leaders — the  molders  of  men,  the 
makers  of  other  leaders.  The  great  pur- 
pose of  foreign  missions  is  not  the  conver- 
sion of  individual  souls  merely  nor  chiefly, 
but  the  planting  of  Christian  institutions 
in  unevangelized  nations  in  such  a way  as 
to  make  them  self-supporting  and  self- 


propagating.  It  is  to  train  native  men  to 
be  evangelists  and  preachers  and  teachers. 
This  being  so,  it  is  evident : 

1.  That  men  of  high  average  in  mental 
qualities  are  wanted,  men  who  can  mold 
other  men,  and  so  multiply  their  influ- 
ence a thousandfold. 

2.  Special  emphasis  must  be  laid  on 
linguistic  ability  or  taste.  A man  with 
dogged  determination  and  consecrated, 
purpose  may  get  a good  working  knowl- 
edge of  a strange  language  without  un- 
usual linguistic  ability,  but,  other  things 
being  equal,  a good  linguist  has  great  ad- 
vantage, and  an  adequale  knowledge  of 
the  language  of  the  people  is  indispen- 
sable. 

3.  Without  enlarging,  other  qualities 

may  be  grouped  as  follows : Good  com- 

mon sense;  a bright,  cheerful  disposition; 
sound  judgment  of  men  and  things;  tact 
in  dealing  with  persons  of  various  classes 
and  conditions,  and  ability  to  labor  in  har- 
mony with  others. 

Dr.  Charles  Cuthbert  Hall,  in  a course 
of  lectures  before  the  Hartford  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  on  “Qualifications  for  Min- 
isterial Power,”  says : “From  the  mo- 

ment in  which  a young  man  lifts  up  his 
eyes  afar  off  toward  this  sacred  lifework, 
he  should  reverently  protect  and  prepare- 
the  body  as  the  working  instrument 
through  which  the  attainment  of  the  end 
becomes  possible.  Were  the  conservation 
and  nurture  of  the  body  duly  considered 
in  the  years  anterior  to  professional  life, 
the  annals  of  the  ministry  would  yield  a 
far  lower  percentage  of  physical  and  men- 
tal collapse.  Were  the  religion  of  the 
body  better  understood  by  undergraduate 
minds,  the  pulpit  and  the  pastorate  would 
not  so  often  be  prematurely  despoiled  of 
their  most  promising  incumbents.”  Were 
such  conditions  fulfilled,  the  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions  would  not  be  compelled  to 
decline  so  many  candidates  on  the  score 
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of  health,  and  the  physical  collapses  in  the 
field  would  be  less  frequent.  The  fact 
that  almost  any  physical  weakness  is  apt 
to  be  intensified  in  a tropical  climate 
makes  it  of  the  first  importance  both  to 
Ihe  candidate  and  the  work  that  all  pos- 
sible precaution  be  taken. 

Dr.  Ix.  N.  Oust,  of  England,  significant- 
ly says  that  the  battles  of  to-day  are  to  be 
fought  with  “arms  of  precision.’’  General 
W.  T.  Sherman  once  said  that  he  had 
often  heard  of  self-made  generals,  but  that 
he  had  never  met  with  them.  The  history 
of  the  Civil  War  shows  that  it  was  our 
West  Point  men,  our  trained  men,  whose 
military  genius  and  skill  led  the  Union 
armies  to  victory  in  the  hour  of  peril. 

It  is  well-trained  men  who  are  needed 
to-day  in  the  foreign  field.  They  are  to 
deal  not  only  with  the  gross  superstitions 
of  the  fetich  worshiper,  but  with  subtle 
philosophies  and  ethnic  faiths,  advocated 
by  men  of  keen  intellect  and  high  educa- 
tion. Every  ancient  cult  in  India  is  now 
training  its  men  in  educational  institu- 
tions, the  Aryas  having  in  Lahore  alone  a 
college  with  a thousand  students.  “There 
is  no  danger,”  says  Dr.  Martin,  Emeritus 
President  of  the  Government  College  in 
Pekin,  “of  too  many  entering  the  field,  if 
our  missionary  societies  encourage  none 
to  offer  who  are  not  fitted  by  superior 
training.  Weak  and  ignorant  men  are  out 
of  place  in  China.” 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  missionary  en- 
terprise college-trained  men  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  available.  It  is  a remarkable 
fact  that  not  until  1815  did  a Cambridge 
University  man  go  to  the  field,  and  not 
until  1836  was' he  followed  by  a second, 
although  the  great  missionary  societies 
had  been  organized  during  the  closing  dec- 
ade of  the  eighteenth  century  or  the  early 
years  of  the  last  century.  Because  of 
this  dearth  of  thoroughly  equipped  men 
missionary  colleges  were  organized  in  Ber- 


lin, Basel,  Islington,  Canterbury  and  else- 
where. As  time  rolled  on,  however,  there 
became  manifest  an  increased  demand  for 
well-trained  candidates,  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a higher  standard  of  education 
in  these  missionary  colleges  and  a larger 
dependence  on  the  supply  furnished  by  the 
universities.  While  it  would  be  unwise  to 
insist  that  only  men  with  a full  academic 
and  theological  training  should  be  sent  as 
ordained  missionaries,  so  essential  is  thor- 
ough education  to  the  highest  usefulness  in 
the  foreign  field  that  our  Board  is  slow  to 
accept  partially  trained  men.  The  same 
considerations  which  lead  a Presbytery  to 
ordain  a partially  equipped  man  may  lead 
the  Board  to  commission  him,  but  such 
cases  must  ever  be  regarded  as  exceptions. 
In  ordinary  circumstances  the  last  man 
to  curtail  his  course  of  education  should 
be  the  candidate  for  the  foreign  field. 

In  addition  to  this  general  training, 

1.  Every  candidate  should  he  well 
grounded  in  the  Bible  principles  which 
underlie  the  divine  enterprise  of  foreign 
missions.  He  should  be  able  not  only  to 
give  a reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  him, 
but  a reason  for  the  work  to  which  he  has 
consecrated  his  life.  If  a man  does  not 
believe,  for  instance,  that  by  nature  the 
heathen  are  in  a lost  condition,  and  that 
the  work  of  foreign  missions  is  a work  of 
rescue,  a work  undertaken  by  the  Church 
at  the  command  of  the  risen  Lord,  and  in 
which  there  is  the  promise  of  His  blessing, 
he  ought  never  to  turn  his  face  toward 
the  foreign  field.  To  preach  the  doctrine 
of  “eternal  hope,”  so-called,  or  to  fail  to 
preach  the  positive  doctrines  of  grace  at 
variance  with  such  a hope,  is  to  cut  the 
very  sinews  of  foreign  missionary  effort. 
If  men  are  not  dead  in  sin,  why  proclaim 
life  through  Jesus  ChHst? 

2.  Wherever  possible  some  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  study  of  the  ethnic 
faiths.  The  day  has  gone  by  when  mere 
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denunciation  of  these  systems  will  answer. 
A man  must  know  them,  not  that  from 
them  he  may  supplement  or  modify  “the 
glorious  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God, ' but 
that  through  them  he  may  better  under- 
stand the  needs  of  those  to  whom  he  car- 
ries the  gospel,  and  the  best  methods  of 
approaching  them.  Patti  took  the  Athe- 
nians where  he  found  them,  and  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  their  philosophy  pre- 
sented the  gospel  so  as  to  meet  their  needs. 
In  reasoning  of  sin  and  righteousness  and 
judgment,  it  is  of  immense  advantage  to 
enter  through  avenues  already  open  to  the 
citadel  of  the  soul.  Such  avenues  of  ap- 
proach are  to  be  found  in  dealing  with 
Mohammedans  in  their  avowed  acknowl- 
edgment of  one  God,  or  with  Hindus  in 
their  professed  belief  in  an  incarnation. 
In  the  biography  of  her  husband,  the  late 
Rev.  John  L.  iSTevius,  D.D.,  of  China,  Mrs. 
Nevius  writes : “During  the  year  1857 

Mr.  Nevius  began  a series  of  articles  on 
the  religions  and  superstitions  of  China. 
He  felt  the  importance  of  becoming  accu- 
rately acquainted  with  the  great  systems 
of  error  which  he  expected  to  spend  his 
life  combating,  and  with  his  usual  thor- 
oughness he  made  an  exhaustive  study  of 
the  subject.” 

3.  Practical  experience  in  active  Chris- 
tian work  is  indispensable.  A man  should 
not  only  know  his  Bible,  but  should  be 
able  to  handle  it  skillfully  in  dealing  with 
individual  souls.  Such  knowledge  can 
only  be  effectively  acquired  in  connection 
with  actual  experience  gained  in  direct 
Christian  work.  By  direct  Christian  work 
is  meant  such  as  may  be  done  in  Sabbath 
schools,  prayer  meetings,  young  people’s 
societies,  and  home  and  city  missions, 
but  above  all  in  hand-to-hand  work  with 
souls  in  any  sphere  of  usefulness. 

Besides  all  this  there  are  minor  prac- 
tical matters  in  the  training  not  to  be 
overlooked.  Knowledge  of  vocal  music 


will  be  found  most  useful.  Singing  the 
gospel  in  bazaar,  or  village,  both  attracts 
and  impresses.  A knowledge  of  bookkeep- 
ing is  also  important,  though  not  essen- 
tial. The  burdens  of  secular  care  which 
fall  to  a missionary  are  often  heavy,  and 
any  preparation  he  may  have  or  can  make 
in  practical  lines  may  be  found  most  op- 
portune. Indeed,  there  are  few  gifts  or: 
graces,  natural  or  acquired,  for  which  the 
young  missionary  may  not  find  use  in  the 
foreign  field. 

4.  Some  special  study  of  the  field  where 
the  candidate  is  to  labor.  Such  study,  of 
course,  can  only  be  undertaken  after  the 
assignment  has  been  made,  which  fre- 
quently is  some  time  after  the  appoint- 
ment as  missionary.  While  the  Board  en- 
courages candidates  to  indicate  their 
choice  of  field,  and  is  always  ready  to  rec- 
ognize that  choice  wherever  possible,  it  is 
unwise  for  persons  contemplating  foreign 
missionary  work  to  become  absorbed  in 
any  one  field,  as  in  very  many  instances, 
because  of  health  or  other  considerations, 
the  choice  cannot  be  complied  with.  More- 
over, every  foreign  missionary  should  seek 
to  be  intelligent  on  the  wide  field  of  mis- 
sion work,  rather  than  to  confine  his 
studies  to  any  particular  mission  or  coun- 
try. 

Much  of  what  has  been  written  above  as 
to  the  qualifications  and  training  of  or- 
dained men  for  the  foreign  mission  field 
is  equally  applicable  to  medical  men  and 
women  who  are  candidates  for  appoint- 
ment. The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
requires  the  medical  education  of  a can- 
didate to  be  thorough,  including  gradua- 
tion from  some  medical  college  of  good 
standing,  and  usually  some  hospital  ex- 
perience or  its  equivalent.  But  even  aside 
from  professional  training  the  spiritual, 
intellectual  and  physical  qualities  of  a 
medical  missionary  are  expected  to  be  of  a 
high  grade.  The  medical  training  ought 
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to  be  built  on  a broad  and  solid  education, 
but  above  all  things  the  spiritual  qualifica- 
tions should  be  kept  distinctly  in  view. 
Dr.  W.  J.  Wanless,  of  India,  writes:  “In 
every  detail  of  the  medical  missionary’s 
work,  from  the  dispensing  of  the  simplest 
dose  to  the  performing  of  the  most  serious 
operation,  he  should  never  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  first  a missionary,  and,  sec- 
ondly, a physician ; that  the  work  of  heal- 
ing the  body,  both  in  obedience  to  Christ’s 
command  and  after  His  own  example,  be- 
comes the  more  Christlike  only  as  it  serves 
to  point  men  to  Him  as  the  great  Phy- 
sician of  souls.”  The  spiritual  qualifica- 
tions for  the  ordained  missionary  are 
therefore  equally  imperative  for  the  medi- 
cal missionary.  He  should  also  be  well 
furnished  in  the  Scriptures,  not  only  thor- 
oughly instructed  in  Bible  truth,  but  able 
to  handle  the  Word  of  God  effectively  in 
dealing  with  souls.  He  should,  moreover, 
be  a man  of  prayer,  seeking  daily  to  be 
“filled  with  the  Spirit.” 

The  general  qualifications  indicated 


above,  with  a few  exceptions,  are  required 
of  young  women,  as  well  as  men.  A brief 
but  comprehensive  leaflet  recently  issued 
by  the  Woman’s  Board  of  New  York,  in 
dealing  with  the  qualifications  of  young 
women,  mentions  among  others — a sincere 
desire  to  do  the  will  of  our  Master,  sound 
common  sense,  a good  'physical  condition, 
a cheerful  nature,  fair  mental  capacity, 
and  an  intelligent  and  experimental  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Scriptures. 

The  missionary  service  is  a service  for 
life,  and  should  be  so  regarded  by  all  who 
seek  to  enter  it.  While  furloughs  in  the 
home  land  now  and  then  are  a necessity 
for  rest  and  recuperation,  they  are  to  be 
regarded  only  as  a necessary  interruption 
to  a life  service  in  the  field.  The  Presby- 
terian Board’s  Manual  says  that  applicants 
for  appointment  as  missionaries  should 
for  Christ’s  sake  “consent  to  suffer  the 
want  of  congenial  society  if  necessary,  and 
be  willing  to  accept  a life  of  steady,  un- 
noticed labor,  expecting  to  continue  there- 
in unto  death  ” 


A revival,  “wide-spread,  and  daily  gaining  in  momentum,”  is  reported  as  in 
pi'Ogress  in  the  Asiatic  squadrons  of  the  British  and  American  navies.  “It 
began,”  writes  Mr.  F.  S.  Brockman,  “ in  Shanghai  and  Hong  Kong  when  the  men  of 
war  and  the  missionaries  had  to  be  in  these  ports  because  of  the  trouble.”  There 
have  been  many  conversions,  ten  on  one  warship,  twenty-nine  on  another,  and  so 
on.  “ One  of  the  most  gratifying  features,”  continues  Mr.  Brockman,  “ is  the  active 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  some  of  them  very  high  officers.  The  chasm 
between  men  and  officers  in  the  navy  is  a revelation  to  people  who  are  unacquainted 
with  naval  matters.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  British  navy.  As  I saw,  a few 
nights  ago,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  widely-known  captains  in  the  British  navy 
kneeling  with  one  of  his  own  men,  pleading  with  God  for  his  salvation,  I felt  what  a 
beautiful  illustration  of  our  oneness  in  Christ  it  was.” 


Never  mind  whereabouts  your  work  is  ; never  mind  whether  it  be  visible  or  not ; 
never  mind  whether  your  name  is  associated  with  it ; you  may  never  see  the  issues  of 
your  toils.  You  are  working  for  eternity.  If  you  cannot  see  results  here  in  the  hot 
working  day,  the  cool  evening  hours  are  drawing  near,  when  you  may  rest  from  your 
labors,  and  then  they  may  follow  you.  So  do  your  duty,  and  trust  God  to  give  the 
seed  you  sow  <ia  body  as  it  hath  pleased  him.” — Alexander  Maclaren. 
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Latakia,  Syria. — A letter  from  Dr.  J. 
M.  Balph,  dated  Aug.  1,  reports  that  the 
Governor  has  received  orders  to  protect 
the  Mission  in  its  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty at  Bahamra,  and  the  person  who  de- 
stroyed the  doors  and  windows  has  been 
removed  from  the  place.  The  necessary 
repairs  have  been  made,  and  the  doctor 
writes : “We  expect  to  have  services  there 
as  often  as  possible,  at  least  during  the 
summer.  The  Sabbath  I was  there  about 
forty  persons  were  present  at  the  meetings. 
If  I can  get  through  some  work  I have  on 
hand,  we  may  go  out  and  stay  a week  or 
ten  days.” 

The  following  report  on  the  hospital 
work,  which  Dr.  Balph  is  sending  out  to 
those  who  are  assisting  in  its  support,  ac- 
companied this  letter : 

Another  year  of  hospital  work  has 
passed,  and  it  is  fitting  that  we  should  set 
before  you  a brief  statement  of  the  work 
that  has  been  done.  The  hospital  has  been 
kept  open  ten  months.  Eighty-two  cases 
were  treated — a slight  increase  over  last 
year.  More  than  half  of  these  cases  were 
of  a surgical  nature.  Three  deaths  oc- 
curred during  the  year.  We  have  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  cases  from  among 
the  Moslems  and  the  Fellaheen — the 
classes  that  are  the  most  difficult  to  reach 
with  the  gospel.  We  have  tried  to  make 
prominent  in  all  our  work  the  fact  that 
this  is  not  simply  a philanthropic  agency, 
but  the  practical  exemplification  of  the 
gospel  that  we  teach  and  which  we  desire, 
above  all  things,  to  have  men  learn  and 
accept. 

So  far  as  our  limited  resources  will  ad- 
mit, we  have  attempted  to  improve  upon 
past  methods,  and  the  success  that  has  at- 
tended our  efforts  has  been  encouraging. 


We  hope  before  the  work  of  another  year 
begins  to  have  our  operating  room  prop- 
erly painted  and  put  in  as  good  condition 
as  possible,  although  we  still  lack  the 
necessary  furniture  for  it.  Most  of  our 
patients  have  been  treated  free.  The  sum 
of  1,083  piasters,  or  about  $38,  has  been 
received  from  patients. 

Many  of  them  had  also  to  be  provided 
with  clothing.  The  number  of  beds  is 
twelve,  although  at  times  we  have  had  to 
provide  temporarily  one  or  two  more. 
Comparing  our  work  with  the  Beirut  hos- 
pital, which  has  83  beds  and  treated  500 
patients,  we  find  that  we  have  treated  a 
proportionately  larger  number  than  they, 
with  proportionately  less  help  employed. 
AH  the  work  of  nursing  and  general  care 
taking  has  been  done  by  Miss  Dodds  and 
two  native  helpers,  one  of  whom  gives 
about  half  of  her  time  to  reading  and  re- 
ligious instruction. 

We  desire  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks 
to  all  who  have  aided  in  this  work,  either 
in  the  way  of  regular  support  or  in  the 
contribution  of  articles  of  clothing,  etc., 
to  be  used  in  the  work,  and  we  trust  that 
we  will  soon  be  enabled,  through  the  liber- 
ality of  those  interested  in  this  work,  to 
provide  what  is  yet  necessary  to  render 
this  arm  of  the  service  as  efficient  as  pos- 
sible. The  opportunities  for  doing  good  are 
unbounded.  We  hope,  by  God’s  blessing 
and  the  prayers  and  liberality  of  the 
friends  of  the  work,  to  be  able  to  use  these 
opportunities  more  fully  than  ever  to  teach 
in  a practical  way  the  great  lesson  of 
Christianity. 


About  the  same  time  a letter  from  Miss 
Maggie  B.  Edgar,  written  at  Kessab, 
brought  us  the  following  items : 

The  past  year  was  a trying  one  in  some 
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respects,  but  the  trying  things  are  not 
such  as  can  be  easily  written  about  or  ex- 
plained, and  perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  so. 

We  closed  the  schools  about  the  usual 
time.  Our  examinations  were  a little  more 
hurried  than  usual.  Consul  Ravendal’s 
visit  and  the  work  connected  with  it  made 
it  difficult  for  the  gentlemen  to  give  as 
much  of  their  time  as  usual  to  the  schools, 
while  the  children  who  had  been  looking 
forward  to  it  were  impatient  and  anxious 
to  get  done  with  that  (to  them)  most  im- 
portant work.  We  had  the  usual  closing 
exercises,  for  the  girls  in  the  forenoon,  and 
for  the  boys  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  same 
day.  The  church  was  decorated  with  flags 
and  green  plants  and  flowers,  and  the  chil- 
dren gave  recitations  and  songs  and  chap- 
ters from  the  Bible  and  Psalms.  Three 
girls  and  one  boy  had  completed  the  pre- 
scribed course  and  were  given  their  certifi- 
cates— Hagar  Kumeen,  Bahea  Gebra,  Ed- 
ma  Hakeem  and  Iskander  Ewia.  I 
think  I have  never  seen  any  of  our  pupils 
so  reluctant  to  leave  school,  and  it  was 
difficult,  too,  for  us  to  let  them  away  from 
under  our  influence.  The  first  girl  men- 
tioned and  the  boy  have  given  evidence 
that  they  know  the  truth,  and  also  know 
what  their  duty  is,  but  have  not  the  cour- 
age to  come  to  a decision  and  confess  their 
faith.  They  are  both  from  families  of  the 
better  class,  but  many  of  their  relatives  are 
bigoted  Greeks,  and  they  fear  the  ridicule 
and  opposition  which  they  would  be  sure 
to  encounter.  We  hope  and  pray  that  the 
Spirit  will  not  cease  to  strive  with  them 
until  they  fully  accept  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  and  King. 

The  second  girl,  Bahea,  is  of  Armenian 
origin,  but  her  father  is  one  of  our  mem- 
bers, and  she  also  has  made  profession  of 
her  faith.  The  third,  Edma,  has  never 
been  in  the  boarding  school,  but  has  faith- 
fully attended  the  day  school,  and  so  has 
received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  A 


number  of  the  friends  of  the  pupils  were 
present  at  the  closing  exercises,  and  they 
seemed  very  much  pleased.  There  is  quite 
a difference  in  the  feeling  of  the  people 
generally  toward  us  this  year.  The  Rus- 
sian school  promised  much,  but  it  has  not 
been  a success,  and  its  attraction  has  great- 
ly lessened;  the  people  complain  that  their 
children  learn  nothing,  and  a good  num- 
ber, at  least  of  the  boys,  will  likely  return 
to  us  the  coming  winter. 

We  will  be  pleased  to  have  Miss  Wylie 
back,  but  I wish  she  could  have  a helper. 
The  work  of  the  girls’  school  is  too  heavy 
for  one  person  alone. 

The  building  is  going  on  as  rapidly  as 
possible  in  this  country,  and  is  about 
ready  to  roof  now.  It  will  be  a very  neat 
and  convenient  little  house,  and  will,  I 
hope,  be  ready  for  occupation  before  win- 
ter. It  was  most  generous  in  Mr.  Alexan- 
der to  provide  the  funds  for  it,  and  I hope 
it  will  be  a means  of  blessing  to  many. 

I am  staying,  as  usual,  in  Mr.  Stewart's 
home.  Mr.  Stewart  goes  back  and  for- 
ward between  this  and  Latakia,  looking 
after  the  building.  Mr.  Dodds  and  family 
from  Suadia  are  here,  and  Miss  Cunning- 
ham. Mr.  Christie,  from  Aleppo,  with  his 
family,  is  here  for  a few  weeks,  living  in 
Dr.  Martin’s  house.  He  is  a missionary 
of  the  United  Free  Church  of  Scotland, 
working  among  the  Jews  in  Aleppo. 


A cablegram  from  Latakia,  received  in 
Kew  York  Tuesday,  Sept.  10,  reports  the 
safe  arrival  of  Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie. 

Suadia,  Syria. — The  following  inter- 
esting items  are  from  a letter,  written 
Aug.  16,  by  Miss  Meta  Cunningham.  If 
it  is  “devoid  of  news,”  as  she  says,  let  us 
have  more  empty  letters  of  the  same  kind : 
There  is  not  much  to  write  about  in 
vacation.  The  children  are  all  away  in 
their  homes  except  two  little  girls,  who 
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have  no  home  to  go  to,  and  a boy,  who  is 
here  for  conscience  sake.  His  people  have 
cast  him  off  because  he  says  he  is  a Prot- 
estant. I don’t  think  he  can  be  more  than 
fourteen,  but  he  shows  a love  for  God  s 
Word  and  services  that  is  extraordinary. 
He  is  an  orphan,  and  the  only  relatives 
he  has  are  two  sisters.  One  of  them  is 
married,  and  she  and  her  husband  have 
done  everything  they  can,  both  by  threats 
and  persuasion,  to  induce  him  to  be  as  they 
are,  but  he  would  rather  be  here  than  with 
them.  Last  Thursday  at  prayer  meeting 
he  had  all  his  proofs  and  his  Psalm  to  suit 
the  text,  and  he  takes  his  part  in  prayer 
meeting  as  if  it  were  his  greatest  delight. 

All  the  services  are  well  attended.  There 
were  fifty  last  Sabbath  at  church  and 
Sabbath  school.  Some  of  the  children 
who  live  near  come  to  the  services.  The 
women’s  meeting  was  crowded  on  Tues- 
day, although  it  was  very  warm.  I am 
sorry  that  I cannot  send  you  some  pic- 
tures, but  it  is  very  seldom  a photographer 
comes  this  way.  Some  of  our  children  are 
a sight  to  see. 

I had  fifty  callers  this  week.  Sometimes 
we  had  profitable  discussions,  and  some- 
times there  seemed  no  time  for  anything 
but  mere  salaams.  The  priest  called  yes- 
terday and  the  subject  of  worshipping 
images  came  up.  He  denied  stoutly  that 
they  in  any  way  gave  them  homage.  I 
thought  it  was  a poor  religion  that  its 
devotees  were  ashamed  of.  He  is  a very 
ignorant  old  man,  but  calls  on  me  often, 
generally  when  he  wants  a little  medicine. 
You  see  how  devoid  of  news  this  letter  is, 
but  there  is  really  nothing  to  write  about. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — A letter  from 
Rev.  R.  .T.  Dodds,  dated  July  22,  closes 
with  the  following  items: 

The  weather  is  hot  and  many  of  the 
brethren  are  sick  from  the  heat.  The  meet- 
ings continue  as  last  reported,  about  fifty 


in  attendance,  though  yesterday  the  after- 
noon meeting  was  smaller.  Miss  Sterrett, 
as  usual,  keeps  up  the  Sabbath  school. 

A brother  in  Tarsus,  an  old  man,  died 
a week  ago.  He  leaves  a widow  and  young 
daughter,  who  will  be  in  Miss  Sterrett’s 
school  in  the  winter,  and  a widowed 
daughter  with  two  children.  He  died  from 
asphyxiation  in  a well  into  which  he  had 
descended  in  search  of  a lost  boy.  The 
boy  was  found  in  a garden  near  by  shortly 
after,  alive  and  well. 

In  another  letter  of  Aug.  9,  Mr.  Dodds 
writes : 

Since  I wrote  you  last  conditions  have 
not  changed.  Our  meetings  are  held  regu- 
larly, and  the  attendance  is  about  the 
same.  Since  the  death  of  the  old  man,  of 
which  I wrote  you  in  my  last  letter,  an- 
other brother  in  Tarsus,  a man  of  about 
sixty  years,  died  of  pleurisy.  They  were 
both  good  men.  A child,  a little 
over  a year  old,  passed  away  last  Sabbath. 
The  parents  are  both  respectable  members 
of  the  church  in  Mersina. 

The  son  and  nephew  of  our  evangelist 
at  Auba  are  both  at  the  point  of  death 
now;  little,  if  any,  hope  of  their  recovery. 

On  the  27th  ult.  Wannis  Simon,  the 
Mission  doorkeeper,  an  Armenian  about 
thirty-five  years  old,  died.  We  were  all 
very  sorry  about  him,  for  he  was  a lovely 
character  and  a true  Christian,  we  believe, 
and  had  greatly  endeared  himself  to  us  all. 
He  united  with  the  church  after  my  re- 
turn from  America,  and  then  learned 
to  read  and  write.  He  always  prayed  in 
meetings  when  asked  to,  and  led  the  meet- 
ings in  his  turn.  Last  summer  six  of  our 
people  died,  and  this  summer  five  so  far. 
Quite  a number  also  have  gone  to  America, 
so  the  church  does  not  grow  much. 


Another  letter  from  Mr.  Dodds,  dated 
Aug.  22,  contains  these  items : 
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Yesterday  we  had  another  funeral.  We 
laid  to  rest  the  infant  daughter  of  Khaleel 
and  Gemeely  Shammy. 

Last  Sabbath  evening,  when  I was  re- 
turning from  a visit  to  their  house  to  see 
the  sick  child,  I noticed  the  air  full  of  the 
odor  of  incense,  and  candles  burning  on 
all  sides,  on  the  roofs  and  in  the  yards  of 
the  Greek  orthodox  people.  On  inquiry 
I learned  that  the  next  day  was  the  feast 
of  the  transfiguration,  and  that  this  was 
the  preparation  for  it.  No  one  could  re- 
tire to  his  rest  until  his  candles  should  be 
burned  out.  The  feast  of  the  transfigura- 
tion is  the  feast  of  every  man  by  the  name 
of  Abdullah,  on  which  he  must  receive 
visits  of  congratulation  and  drink  socially 
with  his  friends,  and  go  to  church,  if  it 
should  be  his  only  visit  to  the  church  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Last  Sabbath’s  attendance  was  seventy 
in  the  morning,  about  forty  in  the  after- 
noon. Last  night  the  attendance  at  prayer 
meeting  was  about  fifty.  Probably  the  at- 
tendance will  increase  from  this  on. 

Miss  Willia  Dodds  is  visiting  Miss  Ster- 
rett.  They  are  very  happy  together.  It 
does  them  both  good  to  get  together.  I am 
always  glad  when  she  comes  to  visit  in 
Mersina,  because  she  acts  as  precentor  in 
our  meetings,  and  the  duty  of  leading  the 
singing  is  the  most  arduous  of  all  my 
duties.  I heard  Dr.  S.  A.  Sterrett  suggest 
one  time  that  no  one  should  be  sent  to  the 
foreign  mission  field  who  cannot  sing  well. 
Certainly  the  gift  of  song  is  an  acquire- 
ment earnestly  to  be  desired  by  every  one 
— especially  by  every  missionary. 

Cyprus.— Under  date  of  July  19,  Rev. 
Henry  Easson  writes  as  follows : 

Mrs.  Easson  and  I spent  last  Sabbath 
in  Nicosia.  I had  two  good  meetings,  one 
for  the  Turkish  congregation  at  4 P.  M. 
There  were  about  twenty  present.  Rev.  H. 
Sarkissian  had  his  Bible  class  at  9:30  A.M. 


This  is  attended  by  the  members.  At 
5 :30  P.  M.  I had  arranged  to  have  a Greek 
meeting  at  the  house  of  our  colporteur, 
Zakarakis.  When  I began  the  room  was 
full,  about  twenty  being  present,  but  peo- 
ple kept  coming  and  seats  were  put  in  the 
hall  and  in  the  bedroom.  There  were  also 
some  standing  by  the  window  outside — 
about  fifty  in  all.  The  house  is  small,  but 
the  chapel  room  is  too  far  away  for  the 
Greeks,  as  it  is  in  the  Armenian  quarter. 
We  are  looking  at  a house  for  the  coming 
year  nearer  the  center,  where  it  will  be 
suitable  for  both  meetings.  A priest  was 
present  for  a while,  and  another  stopped 
at  the  window.  I think  our  colporteur 
will  be  able  to  do  good  work  here,  and  I 
will  try  and  go  up  oftener  when  we  get  our 
central  place. 

Our  Greek  helper,  Agyptiades,  went  to 
Smyrna  to  bring  his  family.  We  expect 
his  son,  a graduate  of  the  American  Col- 
legiate Institute,  Smyrna,  to  help  us  this 
year.  Dr.  MacLachlan  gives  him  a good 
recommendation.  Rev.  Agyptiades  had  an 
exciting  time  on  his  way  to  Smyrna.  He 
went  by  French  steamer  to  Mersina,  then 
changed  to  a smaller  boat.  Going  up  the 
coast  the  steamer  ran  aground,  and  they 
had  to  get  on  shore,  some  in  the  boats, 
some  by  swimming.  No  lives  were  lost, 
but  they  were  in  great  danger  for  a while, 
and  so  he  was  sixteen  days  in  getting  to 
Smyrna.  1 wrote  him  that  the  Lord 
seemed  to  have  some  more  work  for  him  to 
do  in  Cyprus  and  had  spared  him  for  it. 

Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  missionary-elect  to 
Cyprus,  will  not  go  to  the  field  this  year. 
He  was  very  anxious  to  leave  in  October, 
but  a combination  of  circumstances 
seemed  to  indicate  to  members  of  the 
Board  that  it  would  be  wiser  for  him  to 
remain  in  this  country  till  the  autumn  of 
1902. 

r>o^» 
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China. — According  to  t he  announce- 
ment in  the  last  number  of  Olive  Trees, 
our  missionaries,  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb.  Miss 
Jennie  Torrence  and  Miss  J.  Maude 
George,  M.D.,  sailed  from  San  Francisco 
on  the  S.S.  “China”  for  Hong  Kong, 
Thursday,  Sept.  12,  and  they  carried  with 
them  the  spirit  of  true  evangelists — a de- 
sire to  save  souls  and  a full  surrender  to 
the  leadership  of  Jesus  Christ.  Before 
leaving  home  Miss  Torrence  wrote:  “I 

feel  more  and  more  the  greatness  of  the 
work  upon  which  we  are  to  enter.  My 
prayer  is  that  a wide  door  may  be  opened 
and  the  people  made  willing!  We  ask  an 
interest  in  your  prayers  that  grace  and 
wisdom  may  be  given  us  to  do  His  will  at 
all  times.”  Similar  was  the  parting  word  of 
Dr.  George:  “I  do  feel  sorry  that  Mr. 

Robb  is  being  sent  out  without  a man  to 
help  him.  I think  it  is  a good  deal  of  re- 
sponsibility and  consequent  nervous  strain 
to  place  on  one  man.  The  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Robb  that  there  are  now  100,000 
Chinese  depending  entirely  upon  the  Cove- 
nanter Church  for  the  gospel  has  im- 
pressed me  deeply.  I think  it  should  be 
made  perfectly  clear  to  the  entire  Church 
at  once,  and  that  we  should  take  imme- 
diate steps  toward  opening  up  the  work 
in  a broad  way,  to  give  an  opportunity  to 
know  the  truth  to  all  these  people  before 
they  die  and  before  they  live  much  longer. 
Four  people  quietly  teaching  in  the  com- 
munity will  not  do  it.  We  need  to  adver- 
tise just  as  business  men  do  anywhere.  A 
good  school  will  be  an  advertisement,  and 
a good  hospital  or  dispensary  would  be  an 
advertisement.  This  should  be  followed 
up  by  ministers,  colporteurs  and  Bible 
readers  covering  the  entire  district.  Do 
you  not  think  our  little  Church  could  do 
this  and  would  do  it  if  she  fully  under- 
stood ? It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  trifling 
with  a heavy  responsibility,  but  I do  not 
believe  we  will,  when  it  is  realized,  for 


Covenanters  are  people  who  make  sacrifices 
to  do  their  duty  when  it  is  made  clear  to 
them.  * * * You-  will  speak  to  the 

people  through  Olive  Trees — speak  to 
them  that  they  go  forward.” 


Dr.  Sheffield,  writing  from  Peking,. 
June  12,  says  that  although,  after  such  an 
upheaval  as  there  has  been  in  China,  there 
will  necessarily  be  greater  dangers  than 
before,  yet  the  dangers  are  not  such  as 
should  deter  even  wives  from  joining  their 
husbands  if  they  desire  so  to  do.  He 
writes : 

“The  Chinese  court  has  formally  an- 
nounced its  purpose  to  return  to  Peking 
in  the  early  autumn.  There  is  no  room 
for  doubt  as  to  the  intention  to  thus  act. 
The  reasons  for  such  return  are  more  vital 
to  the  Government  than  foreigners  can  at 
once  understand.  Chinese  government  is 
built  up  on  ancestral  worship,  and  Peking 
and  vicinity  contain  the  sacred  buildings, 
tablets,  groves,  tombs,  etc.,  where  the 
spirits  of  the  ancestors  have  been  honored 
for  the  past  centuries,  and  to  remove  else- 
where is  a supreme  sin  against  these 
spirits.  It  is  only  by  returning  and  set- 
ting the  old  order  of  worship  in  place 
again  that  there  can  be  hope  for  the  future 
of  China. 

“There  continues  to  be  a great  amount 
of  foreboding  as.  to  evils  ahead  in  the  near 
future.  The  Government,  it  is  said,  has 
learned  nothing,  is  keeping  in  high  posi- 
tions the  same  men  who  brought  China 
into  its  present  sad  condition,  Boxers  have 
not  been  punished,  and  are  only  waiting 
an  opportunity  to  burn  and  destroy  again. 
Such  conclusions,  I feel  sure,  can  only  be 
drawn  by  looking  on  one  side  of  the  pic- 
ture. The  folly,  if  not  the  crime,  of  the 
movement  of  last  year  has  been  pretty 
widely  borne  in  upon  the  consciousness  of 
the  people.  The  people  have  suffered  sadly 
in  life  and  property,  and  a long  list  of 
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high  officials  have  brought  ruin  upon 
themselves  and  their  families.  The  court 
itself,  with  the  highest  princes,  has  been 
driven  from  its  place,  to  experience  priva- 
t ions,  dangers  and  mortifications  that  have 
had  no  parallel  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Government.  These  things  have  not  hap- 
pened for  naught.  It  is  probably  true  that 
what  has  happened  has  not  convinced  most 
mandarins  that  it  would  be  better  from 
this  point  to  introduce  changes,  but  it  has 
-convinced  them  that  there  are  powers  oper- 
ative in  China  that  they  cannot  resist  and 
must  take  into  account  in  all  future  gov- 
ernmental actions.  China  will  probably 
continue  for  a time  still  to  stagger  and 
stumble,  but  she  can  no  longer  sleep  after 
the  fashion  of  the  past,  and  in  time  will 
walk  with  steadiness  and  purpose. 

“The  Provincial  Treasurer  under  Li 
Hung  Chang  has  been  busy  for  the  last 
two  months  in  adjusting  the  questions  of 
settling  indemnities,  and  the  results  now 
promise  to  be  satisfactory,  more  so  than 
I had  dared  to  hope,  especially  for  native 
Christians,  since  the  Chinese  Government 
understands  that  foreign  governments  will 
make  no  demands  for  them. 

“If  the  present  programme  is  faithfully 
carried  out,  much  will  be  accomplished  in 
the  line  of  preparing  the  way  for  the  re- 
turn of  native  Christians  to  their  former 
homes  and  employments,  witli  a measure 
of  hope  that  they  will  be  exempt  from  out- 
rage. Officials  are  disposed  to  assume  that 
there  was  fault  on  the  part  of  Christians, 
otherwise  how  could  the  people  have  risen 
up  in  the  manner  they  did  against  them? 
This  is  good  Chinese  logic,  and  with  all 
possible  care  there  are  wicked  men  that 
will  connect  themselves  with  the  Church 
for  their  selfish  ends,  and  the  Church  must 
bear  the  reproach  of  their  crimes.” — Mis- 
sionary Herald. 


After  the  terrible  sufferings  and  unex- 


ampled heroism  of  so  many  missionaries 
during  last  summer,  is  it  not  time  to  stop 
the  sneering  of  those  superior  people  who 
cannot  understand  why  any  one  should  be 
so  foolish  as  to  try  to  convert  China?  At 
the  present  moment  the  foreigners  have  to 
depend  almost  entirely  on  missionaries  for 
their  knowledge  of  China,  because  only 
missionaries  learn  the  language  and  travel 
in  the  interior.  Only  missionaries  endeavor 
honestly  to  do  something  for  China,  and, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  only  the  missionaries 
ever  do  bring  about  real  results.  Here,  on 
the  very  spot  of  martyrdoms  still  fresh  in 
our  memory,  I have  been  enormously  im- 
pressed, not  only  with  the  splendid  bear- 
ing of  the  missionaries  themselves  in  their 
almost  inconceivable  sufferings,  but  also 
with  the  extraordinary  evidence  of  courage 
on  the  part  of  the  native  Christians,  who 
passed  through  a worse  ordeal  even  than 
their  foreign  teachers.  The  foreigners 
had  to  die,  but  in  several  cases  the  natives 
might  have  saved  their  lives  by  renounc- 
ing their  faith.  The  best  answer  to  those 
who  scoff  at  the  results  of  missionary  en- 
deavors in  China  is  the  fact  that  there 
were  martyrs  among  the  Chinese  Chris- 
tians in  Shan-Si  last  summer. — Corre- 
spondent of  Morning  Post. 

Japan. — The  statistics  of  Christian 
and  missionary  work  in  Japan  for  1900 
give  the  total  number  of  missionaries  (in- 
cluding wives)  as  757,  being  an  increase  of 
30  over  1889.  The  total  number  of  bap- 
tisms was  3,139,  and  church  membership 
42,451,  being  a net  gain  of  653  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  churches  is  443, 
of  which  95  are  wholly  self-shpporting. 
The  number  of  Sabbath  schools  is  949, 
with  36,310  scholars.  There  are  120 
theological  students  and  321  native  minis- 
ters. The  total  contributions  were  $51,- 
114.25  United  States  gold,  being  an  in- 
crease of  $3,976.86  over  the  previous  year. 
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Only  a part  of  the  churches  report  the 
male  and  female  members  separately.  It 
is  interesting  to  see  that  in  all  the  reports 
but  one  the  number  of  men  is  in  excess  of 
the  women. 

In  estimating  the  work  done  during  the 
year,  the  number  of  converts  is  not  the 
only  index.  There  are  influences  at  work 
that  cannot  be  tabulated  or  measured  that 
are  also  important,  and  form  a very  essen- 
tial part  of  the  total  result  of  Christian 
effort. — Gospel  in  All  Lands. 

Ixdia. — A striking  story  comes  from 
the  city  of  Jodhpur,  which  is  the  capital 
of  Marwar,  one  of  the  Rajput  States, 
which  has  a population  of  about  two  and  a 
half  millions.  The  city  has  a population 
of  over  60,000,  and  is  about  800  miles  due 
north  from  Bombay.  An  attempt  in  1885 
to  plant  a mission  there  by  the  Scotch 
Free  Church  proved  a failure,  because  of 
the  intense  hostility  of  the  people  and  the 
Government.  Yet  a year  later,  Dr.  Som- 
merville  got  a foothold  for  medical  work, 
but  could  obtain  no  suitable  residence,  the 
Maharajah  stubbornly  refusing  to  grant  a 
site  for  a building.  But  in  God’s  Provi- 
dence an  English  officer  of  Christian  char- 
acter, to  whom  the  Maharajah  was  at- 
tached, died,  and  the  widow  was  asked 
what  form  of  a memorial  she  would  like 
to  have  raised  to  her  husband.  She  re- 
plied that  the  thing  she  desired  most  was 
a site  for  a mission  bungalow.  For  a time 
the  Maharajah  hesitated,  but  later  he  gave 
his  consent,  and,  beyond  this,  he  deter- 
mined to  erect  the  bungalow  at  his  own 
expense.  Since  then  Dr.  Sommerville  has 
labored  most  successfully,  and  has  so  won 
the  hearts  of  all  the  officials,  as  well  as  the 
people,  that  they  resolved  a few  years  since 
to  present  him  with  a new  mission  hos- 
pital. This  has  now  been  done,  and  the 
hospital  was  formally  opened  in  December 
last.  The  ceremony  was  most  impressive, 


the  Maharajah  making  a cordial  address 
and  others  speaking  in  high  appreciation 
of  the  work  done.  Then,  in  solemn  prayer, 
the  building  was  dedicated  to  the  glory  of 
God.  A full  account  of  the  proceedings 
was  published  in  the  official  journal  of  the 
State,  showing  with  what  favor  the  work 
is  regarded.  The  building  is  of  solid 
masonry,  with  separate  wards  for  isolation 
cases.  In  the  upper  story  there  is  room' 
for  fifty  beds.  Over  the  porch  the  title 
“Mission  Hospital”  is  cut  in  stone,  in 
Urdu,  English  and  Hindu.  The  cost  of 
the  building  was  25,000  rupees,  about  $8,- 
000,  and  all  the  gift  of  the  non-Christians 
of  the  district,  including  16,000  rupees 
from  the  Maharajah.  This  is  a marvelous 
change  since  the  time,  fifteen  years  ago, 
when  the  missionary  was  not  allowed  so 
much  as  a lodging  in  the  city.  The  story 
is  very  similar  to  that  in  our  Madura  Mis- 
sion, where  the  mission  hospital  under  Dr. 
Van  Allen  was  the  gift  of  native  Hindus. 
These  incidents  show  as  nothing  else  could 
do  the  immense  influence  of  medical  mis- 
sions in  preparing  the  way  for  the  gospel. 
— Missionary  Herald. 


Sir  Hainan  Singh,  son  of  a Maharajah, - 
and  a member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
in  India,  recently  bore  this  unsolicited 
testimony  to  the  value  of  Christian  mis- 
sions throughout  his  country : 

“I  consider  that  among  the  manifold 
blessings  of  British  rule  in  India,  Chris- 
tian missions  occupy  the  most  prominent 
place.  Friends  and  foes,  Christians  and 
non-Christians,  have  from  time  to  time 
borne  testimony  to  the  noble  work  done  by 
missionaries  in  India.  They  have  been 
the  pioneers  in  education  and  culture,  and 
have  been  the  champions  of  free  thought 
and  enlightened  action.  They  have 
afforded  sympathy  to  the  people  in  their 
joy  and  sorrow,  and  have  stood  between 
them  and  their  rulers  in  times  of  trouble 


306 


News  of  the  Churches. 


and  need.  The  people  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  keenly  appreciate  the  self-sacrific- 
ing zeal  with  which  they  pursue  the  Divine 
work  they  have  undertaken;  and  who  has 
not  been  touched  by  all  that  the  mission- 
aries have  done  for  the  people  of  India 
during  the  last  famine — i.  e.,  even  to  the 
laying  down  of  their  lives  ! Suffice  it  then 
to  say  that  the  people  of  India  owe  a deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  missions  and  mission- 
aries.” 


According  to  the  Missionary  Review 
Bishop  Thoburn  reports  the  baptism  of 
1,800  persons  in  three  days  at  Gujarat,  In- 
dia, with  10,000  waiting  and  desiring  bap- 
tism. 

Afkica. — In  Central  Equatorial  Africa 
we  have  a section  of  country  stretching 
from  ten  degrees  north  of  the  equator  to 
ten  degrees  south  of  it,  containing  about 
forty  million  square  miles  and  an  esti- 
mated population  of  fifty  millions.  It  is 
the  worst  section  of  the  world  for  white 
men  to  attempt  to  live  in.  This  country 
is  occupied  bv  Germany  on  the  east  and 
also  on  the  west  coast;  the  British  also  are 
on  both  coasts.  The  Portuguese  are  on 
the  west  coast,  and  also  the  French  are  on 
the  west  coast  and  the  Congo.  Independ- 
ent Congo  State  is  in  the  center,  with  the 
king  of  the  Belgians  as  its  sovereign. 
Roughly  speaking,  one  out  of  every  three 
who  go  from  Europe  or  America  to  this 
country  dies  or  returns  home;  the  others 
ore  usually  able  to  stay  for  several  years. 

The  Church  of  England  Missionary  So- 
ciety labors  in  Uganda,  on  the  east  coast, 
and  God  has  wonderfully  blessed  the  work 
from  the  days  of  Mackay  till  now.^  They 
have  passed  through  persecutions  and 
revolutions  and  trials  of  all  sorts,  but  their 
•.work  has  spread  as  far  as  Toro,  at  the 
south  of  the  Albert  Nyanza.  There  is  a 
church  there  now  of  563  members,  where 


five  years  ago  there  was  not  a single  Chris- 
tian. This  work  was  started  by  the  Ugan- 
da native  evangelists.  At  the  present  time 
they  have  over  200  outstations,  and  7,000 
church  members.  This  work  was  begun  in 
1876,  as  the  result  of  Stanley’s  letter  to 
the  London  Times  and  the  New  York 
Herald , in  which  he  appealed  for  some 
godly,  practical  missionaries  to  come  out 
and  teach  King  Mtesa  and  his  people  the 
way  of  life. 

The  British  Congregationalists  are 
laboring  at  Lake  Tanganyika,  and  the 
American  Congregationalists  at  Benguel- 
la,  on  the  west  coast.  The  British  Wes- 
leyans  have  a grand  work  at  Sierra  Leone, 
where  they  have  labored  for  years,  and 
now  they  have  150  outstations  and  20,000 
church  members.  The  Basle  Missionary 
Society  is  laboring  at  Lagos  and  Came- 
roons,  where  they  have  ninety-seven  mis- 
sionaries and  8,000  church  members. 

Tn  all  Africa  there  are  200  missionary 
societies  at  work,  and  they  enroll  half  a 
million  church  members  and  a half  mil- 
lion adherents. — Rkv.  Tiios.  Moody  in 
Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 


In  Mengo,  the  capital  of  Uganda,  there 
is  a church,  made  of  reeds  and  thatch, 
capable  of  holding  4,000  people,  and  often 
filled  with  eager  worshipers.  It  is  soon 
to  be  replaced  by  a brick  building,  of 
which  the  Mengo  Notes  says : 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  is  the 
interest  the  members  of  the  congregation 
are  taking  in  it.  Classes  have  been  re- 
peatedly stopped,  and  the  whole  of  the 
members  have  gone  off  to  fetch  clay  for 
brickmaking,  from  the  teachers  in  train- 
ing down  to  the  little  mites  of  six  and 
eight  years  old  in  the  children’s  school, 
and  this  not  at  the  request  of  the  Euro- 
peans, but  self-suggested  by  members  of 
the  classes.  The  women  also  went  off  in 
large  bodies  to  fetch  firewood  for  burning 
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bricks,  headed  by  the  wives  of  such  leading 
men  as  Zakaliya  (Regent)  and  several 
princesses.  The  Katikiro,  Samwili  Mu- 
kasa  (Kangao),  and  all  other  leading 
chiefs  have  taken  it  in  turns  to  go  off  with 
their  men  and  boys  in  a body  to  fetch 
clay;  the  Katikiro  and  all  the  chiefs  not 
only  themselves  carrying  each  a load,  but 
setting  a good  example  by  carrying  a big- 
ger load  than  most  of  their  men.  The 
whole  of  the  congregation  have  fairly 
caught  the  spirit  of  the  thing,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  the  building  being  a 
great  success.  Mr.  Borup  is  in  charge  of 
the  work,  and  has  no  lack  of  willing  help- 
ers in  all  the  chiefs,  who  are  most  anxious 
that  everything  should  be  done  well.  Spe- 
cial molded  bricks  are  being  made  for  win- 
dows and  octagonal  corners  and  bases  for 
pillars,  which  will  greatly  add  to  the  beau- 
ty of  the  structure.  The  seating  capacity 
is  to  be  the  same  as  the  present  church, 
about  4,000. 


The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Ireland,  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  June,  1901,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing recommendations : 

1.  To  begin  a new  mission  in  South 
Africa — the  exact  location  of  the  mission 
to  be  decided  hereafter. 

2.  To  call  the  new  mission  “The  South 
African  Mission.” 

3.  To  fix  the  salary  of  our  missionary 
to  South  Africa  in  the  meantime  at  £250. 

4.  To  reappoint  the  committee  and  to 
direct  them  to  seek  a missionary  for  South 
Africa  and  report  to  next  Synod. 

AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — The  session  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological  Semi- 
nary for  1901-2  was  opened  with  a lecture 
by  Prof.  D.  B.  Willson,  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, Sept.  17. 


Boston,  Mass. — A Hebrew  Christian 
conference  was  held  in  Park  Street 
Church,  Boston,  lasting  four  days,  from 
Tuesday  to  Friday,  May  21-24,  1901. 
There  were  three  sessions  each  day,  and  a 
prayer  meeting  at  4:30  A.  M.  Seven 
years  ago  such  a conference  was  held  in 
the  same  place.  There  were  more  harmony 
and  brotherly  love  discovered  in  this  than 
in  the  former  one.  There  were  represent- 
ative workers  here  from  London,  Berlin, 
New  York,  Pittsburg,  Chicago,  St.  Louis, 
San  Francisco  and  elsewhere.  Dr.  Niles, 
a dentist  in  this  city,  and  a member  of  the 
Clarendon  Street  Baptist  Church,  a Yan- 
kee tracing  his  ancestry  back  to  the  Pil- 
grims in  the  Mayflower,  was  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  the  conventions.  Twelve  years 
ago  he  became  interested  in  a J ewish  news- 
boy, and  took  him  to  his  home.  This  led 
him  to  study  the  problem  of  Jewish  evan- 
gelization. ITe  undertook  to  master  the 
Hebrew  language.  He  studied  the  Mosaic 
ritual.  He  entered  the  Jewish  syna- 
gogue. He  lectured  before  them  on  the 
Hebrew  ceremonialism.  He  became  con- 
vinced that  the  Jewish  system  being  ful- 
filled in  Jesus  Christ  is  still  in  vogue  as  a 
memorial  of  the  Messianic  system.  He 
issued  a magazine  entitled  “Paths 
Eternal,”  in  which  he  advocated  the  con- 
tinued use  of  Old  Testament  feasts  and 
days  and  rites,  not  as  conditions  of  salva- 
tion, but  as  memorials  of  Christian  truth. 
He  would  keep  the  Passover  as  a memorial 
of  the  death  of  Christ,  and  of  the  wave 
sheaf  as  a remembrance  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  our  Lord,  and  Pentecost  as  a re- 
minder of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He 
would  observe  the  seventh  day  Sabbath, 
as  a remembrance  of  creation  and  the 
emancipation  of  Israel  from  Egypt.  And 
he  would  be  circumcised  as  a token  of  our 
birthright  in  the  Abrahamic  Covenant. 

The  question  has  been  sharply  debated 
among  Jewish  workers,  Shall  Jewish  con- 
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verts  to  Christianity  observe  the  Mosaic 
law?  Dr.  Niles  sent  out  100  letters  to 
professors  in  theological  seminaries,  edi- 
tors of  religious  weeklies,  and  bishops  in 
America,  and  as  many  in  Great  Britain. 
The  response  to  this  circular  letter  from 
Americans  was  favorable  to  allowing  Jew- 
ish converts  to  Christianity  to  keep  the 
Mosaic  law,  but  from  Great  Britain  large- 
ly opposed.  In  this  conference  the  Amer- 
ican correspondence  was  read,  and  the 
British,  so  far  as  favorable.  Dr.  Niles 
strongly  advocated  the  observance  of  the 
old  law,  not  as  a means  of  salvation,  but 
as  a memorial  and  for  instruction.  And 
as  a means  of  winning  the  Jews,  he  has 
been  circumcised.  But  his  Jewish  Chris- 
tian opponents  in  the  conference  affirmed 
that  the  orthodox  Jews  would  only  despise 
and  oppose  him  the  more  strenuously  for 
his  conformity.  Your  correspondent  asked 
him  the  question  on  the  floor,  “Having 
begun  in  the  spirit,  shall  they  be  made 
perfect  in  the  letter?”  His  reply  was : “We 
are  commanded  to  try  the  spirit,  and  a 
refusal  to  walk  in  the  old  paths,  the  paths 
eternal,  would  prove  the  spirit  false.”  This 
was  wide  of  the  mark.  It  seems  to  us  that 
there  is  only  one  view.  The  Old  Testa- 
ment system  of  symbols,  types  and  figures 
was  the  divinely  appointed  form  of  wor- 
ship in  that  period.  But  when  Christ,  the 
substance,  came,  the  shadows  disappeared 
and  a new  and  simpler  form  of  worship 
was  substituted,  and  that,  as  the  shadows 
were  accepted  in  the  old  economy,  in  the 
new  only  the  simpler  forms  are  pleasing  to 
God. 

Then  may  Jewish  Christians  circumcise 
their  children?  They  may  as  an  emblem 
of  nationality,  as  the  Chinese  Christian 
wears  his  queue  or  the  Turkish  convert  his 
fez.  In  this  way  Paul  circumcised 
Timothy,  though  he  positively  refused  to 
allow  Titus,  a Greek,  to  be  circumcised, 
when  Judaizing  Christians  insisted  upon 


it  as  a religious  duty.  May  they  observe 
Jewish  feasts?  Not  as  religious  ordi- 
nances, though  as  national  festivals  they 
are  like  our  national  holidays.  May  they 
keep  the  seventh  day  Sabbath?  Not  as 
God’s  holy  day,  for  the  Christian  Sabbath 
is  His  day.  But  there  can  be  no  harm  in 
spending  the  day  in  worship,  public  and 
private.  As  a rule,  however,  Jewish  Chris- 
tians find  it  impracticable  to  observe  both 
Saturday  and  Sabbath. 

Rev.  A.  T.  Pierson,  D.D.,  was  chairman 
of  the  conference.  Rev.  Dr.  Withrow,  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  gave  the  address  of 
welcome.  Dr.  Niles  responded.  Dr.  Pier- 
son compared  this  conference  to  the  Coun- 
cil at  Jerusalem,  of  which  we  have  an  ac- 
count in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  Acts.  In 
both  cases  the  call  originated  in  the  ques- 
tion of  circumcision.  Then  it  was : Shall 
the  Jewish  converts  compel  the  Gentile 
converts  to  be  circumcised?  Now  it  is: 
Shall  the  Gentile  converts  alloiv  the  Jew- 
ish converts  to  be  circumcised  ? Then  the 
Holy  Ghost  presided : “It  seemed  good 

unto  the  Holy  Ghost  and  unto  us.”  And 
there  was  a perfect  balancing  of  law  and 
liberty.  Let  the  same  presiding  Spirit 
direct  our  deliberations  now  and  similar 
results  will  follow. 

Each  evening  Dr.  Niles  gave  a chart 
talk.  He  had  painted  the  cherubim,  the 
ark,  the  tabernacle,  the  altar,  its  horns,  the 
table  of  show  bread,  the  laver  and  its 
foot,  the  candlestick,  Aaron  and  his  holy 
garments.  These  he  explained  and  inter- 
preted. Your  correspondent  took  occasion 
to  say:  We  are  amid  familiar  scenes,  to 
one  accustomed  to  family  worship  from 
his  childhood.  Here  is  the  mercy  seat. 
Often  we  sang,  “He  sits  between  the 
cherubim.  Let  the  earth  be  moved  and 
shake.”  There  is  the  tabernacle.  We 
sang,  “How  lovely  is  Thy  dwelling  place, 
0 Lord  of  hosts,  to  me;  the  tabernacles  of 
Thy  grace,  how  pleasant,  Lord,  they  be.” 
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There  is  the  table  of  show  bread.  “With 
bread  of  heaven  He  filled  them.”  There  is 
Aaron  and  his  robes.  “Moses  and  Aaron 
’mong  His  priests.”  “And  let  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord  our  God  be  us  upon.”  And 
there  is  the  golden  candlestick.  “For  all 
those  that  be  righteous  sown  is  the  joyful 
light.”  The  Psalms  are  the  missing  link 
between  the  Mosaic  ritual  and  Christian 
worship.  And  I expect  that  converted 
Judaism  will  bring  the  Psalms  of  David 
into  the  Church  as  the  manual  of  public 
and  family  worship.  David  kept  family 
worship  when  “he  returned  to  bless  his 
house.”  And  he  taught  all  the  tribes  to 
observe  this  ordinance.  “In  dwellings  of 
the  righteous  is  heard  the  melody  of  joy 
and  health.  God,  therefore,  thee  hath 
blessed  forever  more.”  Daniel  kept  family 
worship  in  Babylon  three  times  a day,  his 
window  being  open  toward  Jerusalem ; 
the  Scotch  Covenanters,  ever  since  the 
swearing  of  the  first  Covenant  was  sub- 
scribed at  Edinburg,  on  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1557,  in  John  Knox’s  time.  As 
Bums  describes  it : 

“They  round  the  ingle  form  a circle  wide, 

The  sire  turns  o’er  wi’  patriarchal  air 

The  big  ha’  Bible,  once  his  father’s  pride. 

And  ‘Let  us  worship  God,’  he  says  in 
solemn  grace. 

They  chant  their  artless  notes  in  simple 
guise, 

The  priest-like  father  reads  the  sacred 
page, 

And  kneeling  down  to  heaven’s  eternal 
King 

The  saint,  the  husband,  and  the  father 
prays.” 

Dr.  Niles  told  us  that  we  ought  to  ob- 
serve the  Jewish  feasts  to  preserve  their 
lesson  and  keep  in  the  paths  eternal.  The 
Passover  pointed  to  the  death  of  Christ, 
the  wave  sheaf  to  the  resurrection,  and  the 
wave  loaves  of  Pentecost  to  the  giving  of 
the  Spirit,  as  the  law  at  Sinai.  But  in 


the  Covenanter  Church  we  have  a custom 
of  “explaining  the  Psalm”  every  Sabbath 
morning,  and  when  we  come  to  the  Psalm, 
“Blow  trumpets  at  new  moon,  what  day 
our  feast  appointed  is,”  we  review  these 
facts,  and  imagination  does  the  work  in 
realizing  them.  We  believe  this  is  walk- 
ing in  paths  eternal. 

Rev.  Louis  Myers,  our  pastor  in  Hop- 
kinton,  gave  two  addresses,  one  Wednes- 
day evening,  the  other  Friday  afternoon. 
The  second  on  “Work  Among  the  Jews 
from  Luther  to  the  Present,”  was  a delight 
to  all  of  us  who  heard  it.  The  other  was 
well  reported  of.  He  is  an  honored  statis- 
tician among  them.  He  estimated  1,500,- 
000  Jews  in  the  United  States,  and  about 
12,000  converted. 

Your  correspondent  was  given  forty- 
five  minutes  on  Thursday  evening  to  dis- 
cuss the  theme,  “The  Psalms  of  David  in 
the  Worship  of  God.” 

The  Zion  movement,  that  looks  to  the 
return  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine,  is  pro- 
moted by  unbelievers  and  receives  little 
support  from  Christians.  A Hebrew  con- 
ference similar  to  this  is  to  be  held  in 
London  January  next.  On  Wednesday 
morning  Dr.  Pierson  called  attention  to  a 
book  recently  republished,  the  work  of 
Rev.  Smith  in  South  Africa.  There  was  a 
localit3r  used  as  a dump  for  the  refuse 
slave  harvests.  The  lame,  the  sick  and  the 
weak-minded  were  left  there,  being  of  no 
value  in  the  slave  market.  It  was  fittingly 
called  Diabolus.  It  was  a nest  of  vice 
and  crime.  Mr.  Smith,  of  England,  was 
converted.  He  had  few  mental  gifts  and 
no  education  worth  mentioning.  His  two 
chief  qualities  were  a burning  enthusiasm 
for  soul  saving  and  an  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  the  promises  of  the  Bible.  In 
1821  he  asked  to  be  sent  as  a missionary 
to  Diabolus.  He  went.  He  gained  the 
confidence  of  these  poor,  wretched,  lost 
people.  And  when  he  died,  the  town  was 
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changed  into  a city  of  God.  Let  the  Jews 
be  converted  and  the  fulness  of  the  Gen- 
tiles brought  in,  and  all  lands  will  become 
gardens  of  the  Lord. 

Rev.  Will  C.  Wood,  of  Boston,  who 
read  an  able  paper  on  the  change  of  the 
Sabbath  day  from  the  seventh  to  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  is  editing  the  addresses 
and  will  publish  them  in  a pamphlet  of 
150  pages  this  autumn.  Maurice  Reuben, 
of  Pittsburg,  whose  father  is  one  of  the 
wealthy  manufacturers  of  that  city,  told 
the  story  of  his  conversion.  It  was  a 
tragedy.  His  father  put  him  in  the  in- 
sane asylum.  But  when  he  found  that 
the  mad  house  would  not  break  his  son’s 
faith  in  Christ,  the  King  of  the  Jews,  he 
gave  him  his  liberty  and  disowned  him. 
Dr.  Withrow  heard  his  narrative,  and 
asked  him  to  repeat  it  to  his  congregation 
in  Park  Street  Church  the  following  Sab- 
bath evening.  We  little  realize  the  strug- 
gle that  Jewish  converts  have.  A Jewess, 
a girl  of  twenty  years,  from  Providence, 
R.  I.,  told  the  story  of  her  conversion  to 
Christianity.  It  was  a gradual  process, 
nothing  of  the  heart  and  mind  conflicts 
through  which  Reuben  passed.  The  veil 
was  drawn  from  her  heart  and  the  night 
shone  as  noonday.  An  old  man  of  sev- 
enty years,  who  is  stone  blind,  told  of  the 
seven  years  of  blessed  hope  since  he  found 
Christ  to  be  the  Messiah  of  whom  Moses 
and  David  and  the  prophets  spoke.  There 
was  a ring  of  joy  in  his  speech,  his  voice 
was  full  of  the  melody  of  praise.  “Then 
were  the  disciples  glad  when  they  saw  the 
Lord.”  Dr.  Pierson  gave  the  best  exposi- 
tion of  Paul’s  allegories  in  Galatians  that 
we  have  heard.  He  also  directed  attention 
to  Paul’s  missionary  policy.  In  Antioch, 
in  Iconium,  in  Lystra,  Philippi,  Thessa- 
lonica,  Berea,  Athens,  Corinth,  Ephesus, 
he  first  preached  in  the  synagogue.  And 
it  was  not  until  he  could  not  help  it  that 
he  withdrew  and  separated.  Judaism  was 


the  foundation  of  the  Christian  Church; 
Paul  never  ceased  to  love  them  and  try  to 
win  them  to  Christ. 

Since  the  Convention  wg  have  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  two  “rulers  of  the 
synagogue,”  and  have  had  interviews  with 
them  regarding  the  correspondence  be- 
tween their  prophecies  and  our  New  Testa- 
ment, not  once  or  twice.  We  have  asked  to 
be  permitted  to  speak  in  their  synagogues 
upon  the  fulfillment  of  their  Messianic 
hopes,  in  connection  with  the  reading  of 
the  law  in  Hebrew,  which  we  have  heard 
on  two  occasions  recently.  The  members 
of  both  synagogues  are  Russian  Jews, 
and  their  masters  claimed  they  knew  so 
little  English  that  our  address  would  be 
to  them  an  unknown  tongue.  Their  friend- 
ly spirit,  however,  makes  us  hopeful.  They 
desire  to  share  our  church  room  with  us, 
and  we  are  inclined  to  think  Paul  would 
have  acceded.  His  heart’s  desire  and 
prayer  to  God  was  that  Israel  might  be 
saved.  This  is  ours  also. 

J.  M.  Foster. 


The  New  York  Presbytery  is  appointed 
to  meet  in  the  Second  Church,  Boston,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  October  (15th)  at  10 
A.  M.  It  will  be  opened  with  a sermon 
by  the  retiring  moderator. 

Hopkinton,  Ia.  — Iowa  Presbytery  met 
in  Hopkinton  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  September  10,  1901,  at  10  A.M., 
six  of  the  nine  congregations  of  the  Pres- 
bytery being  represented.  J.  A.  Black 
was  elected  moderator. 

Sam.  E.  Greer  preached  an  eloquent 
sermon  from  Phil.  2 : 5,  which  was 
unanimously  and  most  heartily  accepted 
as  a specimen  of  improvement.  He  also 
read  an  historical  essay,  “ The  West- 
minster Assembly,”  which  was  well  writ- 
ten, and  most  heartily  sustained  as  one 
of  the  trial  pieces  for  licensure.  Hop- 
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kmton  congregation  was  presbyterially 
visited,  and  hearty  approval  of  the  ex- 
amination and  gratification  at  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  congregation 
were  put  on  record. 

The  following  appointments  were  made : 

First  Chicago. — Clarke  until  meeting  of 
Synod  (by  special  request  of  members  and 
adherents  of  congregation). 

Vernon. — J.  R.  - Wylie,  September, 
fourth  and  fifth  Sabbaths.  J.  A.  Black, 
two  Sabbaths  before  end  of  December. 
Mitchel,  February,  first  and  second  Sab- 
baths. R.  E.  Allen,  March  ; Sherman, 
April,  third  and  fourth  Sabbaths. 

Lake  Reno. — Mitchel,  January,  third 
and  fourth  Sabbaths  ; Faris,  April  ; 
Sherman,  May,  first  and  second  Sab- 
baths ; Black,  to  hold  communion  during 
autumn.  D.  H.  Elliot,  of  Morning  Sun 
congregation,  was  taken  under  the  care 
of  Presbytery  as  a student  of  theology  of 
the  first  year. 

In  the  evening  the  subject,  “ A Revival 
of  Religion,”  was  eloquently  and  helpfully 
discussed  by  Revs.  Trumbull,  Robb  and 
W.  C.  Allen. 

General  satisfaction  with  the  prosper- 
ous state  of  First  Chicago  congregation 
and  the  excellent  work  done  there  by 
Robert  Clarke  was  frequently  expressed, 
and  steps  were  taken  for  his  ordination  as 
a missionary  “if  Chicago  formally  re- 
quests it.” 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Wy- 
man, Iowa,  May  13,  1902,  at  2:30  P.  M. 

Louis  Meyer, 

Clerk  of  Presbytery. 

Morning  Sun,  Ia. — Report  of  L.  M. 
and  Aid  Society  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  for  the  year  ended  July 
25,  1901 : 

Again  we  are  brought  to  the  close  of 
another  year’s  work  in  our  Society.  God 
has  shown  His  goodness  and  love  to  us 


in  many  ways,  yet  we  have  felt  and  recog- 
nized His  hand  in  chastisement.  Death 
has  visited  our  ranks  and  taken  from  us 
one  of  our  most  active  and  honored 
members,  Mrs.  McKee.  While  our  hearts 
have  been  saddened,  yet  we  know  that 
this,  too,  is  in  love. 

We  have  had  twelve  regular  meetings 
during  the  year,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  nineteen.  Our  enrollment  is 
forty-one.  We  have  enrolled  two  new 
members. 

We  have  sent  during  this  year  two  bar- 
rels of  fruit  to  the  Indian  Mission,  also 
have  sent  supplies  to  the  Protestant  Hos- 
pital at  Burlington,  and  sent  scrapbooks 
to  the  Syrian  Mission  to  be  used  as  prizes. 

The  Literature  Committee  report  997 
papers  distributed  in  the  town  and  67 
packages  of  papers  sent  away  to  the  Jew- 
ish, Southern  and  Home  Mission  fields. 
Our  Corresponding  Secretary  reports  17 
copies  of  Olive  Trees  taken  in  the  So- 
ciety. 

Our  managers  arranged  for  a congrega- 
tional dinner  during  the  month  of  August 
last  year.  In  June  this  year  we  were  en- 
tertained, together  with  -the  rest  of  the 
ladies  of  the  congregation,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Trumbull. 

As  we  begin  the  work  of  another  year  it 
is  with  this  prayer,  that  God  will  in- 
struct and  teach  us,  that  with  His  guid- 
ance we  may  go  successfully  forward. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  McElhinney,  Pres. 

Lena  T.  McClellan,  Sec. 

Financial  Report. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  treasury $6  32 

Dues  78  10 

Donations  5 11 

Sale  of  quilt 4 00 

Subscriptions  34  07 

$12760 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

To  Miss  Wylie $1  50 
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Home  work 13  39 

Jewish  Mission,  Cincinnati 34  75 

Telgia  Ibrahim  1 00 

Southern  Mission 37  36 

Southern  Mission  (Presbyterian 

Thank  Offering)  33  00 

Balance  in  treasury 6 60 

$127  60 

Two  barrels  fruit  sent  to  Indian 

Mission,  value  $34  00 


Mrs.  R.  W.  McEltiinney,  Treas. 

New  Castle,  Pa. — The  Pittsburg 
Presbyterian  Woman’s  Convention,  at  its 
meeting  in  May  last,  adopted,  as  part  of  a 
plan  for  work  during  the  ensuing  year,  a 
prayer  cycle.  Dates  are  fixed  in  the  cir- 
cular, and  the  people  are  urged  to  “unite 
specially  in  behalf  of  the  missionaries,” 
whose  names  are  given  “at  the  times  indi- 
cated.” This  is  a great  scheme.  It  re- 
minds us  of  the  perplexity  expressed  in 
one  of  Tennyson’s  poems.  A little  girl 
in  the  hospital  was  soon  to  undergo  a seri- 
ous operation,  and  a companion  in  the 
next  cot  advised  her  to  pray  to  the  Lord 
J esus. 

“Yes,  I will,”  said  Emmie;  “but  then,  if 
I call  on  the  Lord, 

How  shall  He  know  that  it’s  me,  such  a 
lot  of  beds  in  the  ward?” 

That  was  a puzzle  for  Annie.  Again  she 
considered,  and  said : 

“Emmie,  you  put  out  your  arms,  and  leave 
’em  outside  on  the  bed. 

The  Lord  has  so  much  to  see  to ! But, 
Emmie,  you  tell  it  Him  plain, 

It’s  the  little  girl  with  her  arms  lying 
out  on  the  counterpane.” 

At  the  same  time  we  hope  that  all  who 
receive  this  circular  will  follow  out  this 
plan,  for,  though  it  does  seem  to  attach 
the  limitations  of  the  finite  mind  to  the 
mind  that  is  infinite,  it  calls  attention  to 
the  value  of  intercessory  prayer  and  the 
claims  that  our  missionaries  have  on  the 


people  of  this  form  of  sympathy.  In  this 
way  each  missionary  will  be  the  subject  of 
special  prayer  for  at  least  one  week  in  the 
year,  and  that  will  be  something,  even  if 
he  has  to  struggle  on  alone,  so  far  as 
human  help  is  concerned,  for  the  other 
fifty-one  weeks.  We  must  confess,  how- 
ever, that  we  prefer  the  symphonic  prayer 
which  the  Saviour  recommends,  and  with 
which  He  connects  His  own  assurance  of 
an  answer.  And  the  condition  of  blessing 
can  be  fulfilled  twice  a day  at  the  family 
altar.  We  intensely  long  for  the  time 
when  each  one  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
Covenanter  Church  shall  be  able  to  say 
to  his  representatives  in  the  home  and 
foreign  fields,  as  Paul  said  to  the  members 
of  the  Mission  in  Rome,  though  he  had 
not  seen  their  faces  and  probably  did  not 
know  all  the  names : “God  is  my  witness. 
Whom  I serve  with  my  spirit  in  the  gos- 
pel of  His  Son,  that  without  ceasing  I 
make  mention-  of  you  always  in  my 
prayers.” 

We  believe  with  Dr.  G.  Campbell  Mor- 
gan, that  “there  is  no  time  in  the  economy 
of  God,  and  almanacs  and  calendars  are 
encumbrances  to  the  life  of  communii  n.” 

New  York.— A Commission  of  New 
York  Presbytery  met  in  39th  Street 
Church,  New  York,  Tuesday,  September 
10,  at  8 P.M.,  to  hear  a specimen  of  im- 
provement from  Mr.  Julius  Kempf.  He 
preached  an  effective  sermon  from  Matt. 
12:42,  first  clause:  “Behold  a greater 
than  Solomon  is  here,”  which  was  cor- 
dially sustained. 

Oakland,  Cal. — Rev.  W.  R.  Johnston 
requests  us  to  correct  a slight  error  as  to 
facts  in  the  September  number  of  Olive 
Trees.  In  Dr.  R.  C.  Wylie’s  report  in 
regard  to  Oakland  Mission,  he  says : “He 
(Mr.  Johnston)  has  found  it  necessary  to 
move  out  so  far  from  the  Mission  as  to 
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render  it  impracticable  for  him  to  attend 
the  evening  school’’  (p.  277).  “Dr.  Wy- 
lie,” says  Mr.  Johnston,  “has  been  misin- 
formed by  some  one,  for  the  fact  is,  that, 
when  we  moved  out  about  two  miles  from 
the  Mission,  we  immediately  bought  a 
horse  and  phaeton,  so  that  we  all  can  ride 
to  the  Mission,  and,  together  with  the 
others,  I am  at  the  Mission  nearly  every 
night  in  the  week  except  Saturday  night, 
when  we  have  no  night  school.” 

In  this  same  letter  Mr.  Johnston  writes  : 
“We  are  all  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of 
having  the  missionaries  with  us  several 
days,  including  the  Sabbath,  before  they 
sail.  And  we — our  family — will  have  the 
privilege  of  having  Miss  J.  Maude  George, 
M.D.,  as  our  guest,  while  they  all  tarry  in 
our  city.  We  will  be  entertaining  an  an- 
gel. not  ‘unawares,’  for  all  know  her  to  be 
well  qualified  to  be  an  angel  of  mercy  to 
the  women  and  girls  of  China,  whither  she 
is  about  to  go.” 

Pittsburg,  1’a. — The  following  state- 
ment shows  the  condition  of  the  missions 
under  care  of  Central  Board,  at  its 
August  meeting  : 

Receipts.  Expenses.  Overdraft.  Balance. 

Domestic  Mission  $330  55  $2,013.75  $1,513.49  

Southern  Mission  196.67  151.66  324.54  

Chinese  Home  Mission  35.50  49.70  $57.96 

Indian  Mission  41.75  173.33  531.88  

.Jewish  Mission  18.84  100.00  20.50  

Sustentation  Fund  18  84  3,125.34  334.84 

The  state  of  the  funds,  as  above  re- 
ported, calls  for  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  whole  Church. 

A letter  was  received  from  Slater  Mc- 
Candless,  accepting  for  himself  and 
daughter  an  appointment  to  the  Indian 
Mission.  J.  It.  W.  Stevenson  wrote  of  its 
bright  prospects,  and  of  the  preparation 
for  the  opening  of  the  school.  He  urges 
the  returning  teachers  to  reach  Anadarko 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  on  account  of 
the  crowded  city,  now  reaching  8,000, 
and  the  difficulty  of  transportation. 


Rev.  J.  Reed,  superintendent,  wrote 
that  he  expected  to  start  for  Selma  mis- 
sion held  about  the  middle  of  September. 

Mrs.  Johnston,  superintendent,  wrote 
that  the  Chinese  Mission  was  doing  well, 
and  that  her  daughter,  Miss  Grace,  had 
taken  up  the  work  again  as  a teacher  in 
the  Oakland  Chinese  Mission. 

The  Youngstown  congregation  wrote 
concerning  sustentation,  with  a view  of 
trying  to  make  a settlement  of  a pastor  for 
full  time.  They  were  instructed  to  refer 
this  matter  to  Pittsburg  Presbytery  at 
its  next  meeting. 

B.  M.  S. 

Wyman,  Ia. — The  sixteenth  annual 

* 

meeting  of  the  Iowa  Woman’s  Presbyterial 
Association  was  held  in  Wyman,  Aug.  27, 
1901.  At  roll  call  there  were  eighteen 
delegates  present,  representing  nine  so- 
cieties and  168  members ; $579.52  were 
reported  as  having  been  raised  for  mission 
purposes  during  the  year.  Interesting 
papers  were  read  on  such  topics  as  “The 
Relation  of  Money  to  the  World’s  Evan- 
gelization,” “How  May  Christian  Women 
Advance  the  Kingdom  in  Social  Life,” 
“The  Need  of  Bible  Knowledge  and  How 
to  Gain  It.”  The  discussions  were  con- 
nected with  services  of  prayer  and  praise, 
which  gave  the  gathering  a beautifully 
devotional  character.  Letters  were  read 
from  laborers  in  the  fields,  and  the  exer- 
cises were  closed  with  a general  missionary 
address  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Selma,  Ala. 
The  officers  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year 
were : Mrs.  C.  M.  Robb,  Sharon,  Presi- 

dent; Miss  Willia  Dodds,  Wyman,  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  J.  Stevenson,  Washing- 
ton, Rec.  Secretary ; Mrs.  C.  Willson, 
Morning  Sun,  Cor.  Secretary,  and  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Wylie,  Washington,  Treasurer.  The 
convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  Morning 
Sun  in  1902. 
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MISSIONARIES  AND  THE  BOXER 
MOVEMENT. 

— The  following  statement  has  been  pre- 
pared by  a committee  said  to  represent 
nine-tenths  of  the  Protestant  missionary 
organizations  in  China,  and  is  sent  out  for 
publication.  As  much  has  been  said  on 
this  subject  that  is  inaccurate  and  mis- 
leading, Olive  Trees  is  glad  to  unite  with 
other  journals  in  giving  currency  to  a 
paper  which,  coming  from  the  mission- 
aries themselves,  should  remove  erroneous 
impressions  and  help  to  a correct  under- 
standing of  the  situation. — 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis  in  the  history  of  Christian  mis- 
sions in  China,  and  of  the  fact  that  our 
position  has  been  seriously  misunderstood 
and  our  opinions  and  utterances  subjected 
to  adverse  criticism,  it  has  seemed  to  us 
advisable  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment : 

The  points  in  the  recent  criticisms 
which  most  concern  us  are:  (I.)  That 

missionaries  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
recent  uprising,  and  (II.)  That  they  have 
manifested  an  unchristian  spirit  in  sug- 
gesting the  punishment  of  those  who  were 
guilty  of  the  massacre  of  foreigners  and 
native  Christians. 

With  reference  to  the  first  of  these 
charges  we  would  remark : 

1 .  That  when  the  facts  concerning  this 
uprising  are  rightly  understood,  it  will  be 
found  that  its  causes  are  deep-rooted  and 
manifold.  The  history  of  foreign  rela- 
tions with  China  has  all  along  been  that 
of  hereditary  prejudice  on  the  one  hand 
and  force  on  the  other.  The  Government 
of  China  has  never  given  a friendly  re- 
ception to  foreigners.  It  has  resented 
their  presence  and  yielded  grudgingly  the 


few  rights  obtained  from  it  by  treaty.  This 
long-standing  ill-will  was  deeply  intensi- 
fied by  the  political  humiliation  and  loss 
of  territory  which  followed  the  war  with 
Japan. 

The  rise  of  the  Boxer  movement  in 
Shantung  and  its  rapid  growth  there  and 
in  the  adjacent  province  of  Chihli  will 
be  found  to  have  amongst  its  immediate 
causes:  (a)  the  shortness  of  food,  almost 
amounting  to  famine,  which  prevailed  in 
those  regions ; (h)  the  irritation  caused  by 
the  industrial  and  economic  changes 
created  by  railway  construction  and  other 
foreign  enterprises;  (c)  the  seizures  of 
Kiao-chau.  Port  Arthur,  and  Wei-hai-wei, 
which  were  bitterly  resented  as  unwarrant- 
able aggressions;  and  ( d ) the  projection 
and  forcible  surveying  of  a railway  route 
through  the  province  of  Shantung,  which 
produced  intense  local  exasperation. 

2.  The  recent  uprising  was  anti-foreign 
rather  than  anti-Christian.  Native  Chris- 
tians have  suffered  mainly  because  they 
have  been  reckoned  as  “secondary  devils” 
— i.  e.,  the  allies  of  foreigners.  Moreover, 
the  destruction  of  railways  and  the  attack 
on  railway  engineers  preceded  the  destruc- 
tion of  mission  compounds  and  the  slaugh- 
ter of  missionaries.  Nor  should  it  be  for- 
gotten that  among  the  facts  of  the  out- 
break are  the  siege  of  the  legations,  the 
destruction  of  the  property  of  the  Imperial 
Customs,  and  the  indiscriminate  massacre 
of  foreigners  and  of  Chinese  found  in  pos- 
session of  foreign-made  articles.  That 
missionaries  were  residing  in  the  interior, 
and  were  without  the  means  to  defend 
themselves,  entirely  accounts  for  the  large 
number  who  perished.  Had  they  been  for- 
eigners but  not  missionaries,  the  result 
would  have  been  the  same. 

3.  The  charge  also  includes  the  state- 
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ment  that  missionaries  have  brought  the 
present  disaster  upon  themselves ; on  the 
one  hand,  by  lack  of  appreciation  of  what 
is  good  in  Chinese  life  and  thought ; and. 
on  the  other,  by  disregard  of  Chinese 
prejudice  and  etiquette.  It  is  conceivable 
that  isolated  statements  and  actions  may 
thus  be  construed,  but  for  the  missionary 
body  as  a whole,  we  can  assert  that  this 
statement  is  without  foundation. 

Believing  as  we  do  that  the  gospel  is 
God’s  message  of  salvation  to  mankind, 
and  that,  too,  in  a sense  in  which  the 
wisdom  or  words  of  no  sage  can  ever  be, 
we  must,  as  faithful  servants  of  our  Lord, 
reiterate  both  the  great  affirmations  and 
the  gracious  invitations  of  the  gospel,  and 
wherever  the  claims  of  the  gospel  are 
brought  face  to  face  with  such  superstition 
and  idolatry  as  prevail  among  the  masses 
of  China,  a certain  measure  of  opposition 
and  resentment  is  sure  to  be  excited.  For 
this  we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  apolo- 
gize. But  the  amount  of  opposition  thus 
excited  has  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
The  conciliating  effect  of  the  work 
done  by  their  hospitals,  colleges, 
schools  and  famine  relief  has  far 
more  than  counterbalanced  any  preju- 
dice raised  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel.  In  spite  of  all  that  has  recently 
taken  place,  it  remains  true  that  our  posi- 
tion in  China  has  not  been  secured  so 
much  by  treaty  right  as  by  the  good  will 
of  the  people  themselves.  And  it  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  those  missionaries  in  the 
interior  who  did  reach  the  coast  owe  their 
escape  in  large  measure  to  the  friendliness 
of  officials  and  people. 

4.  To  the  charge  that  missionaries  have 
excited  hostility  by  interfering  in  native 
litigation  in  the  interest  of  their  converts 
in  courts  of  justice,  we  need  only  say  that 
even  by  the  Chinese  officials  themselves 
this  charge  is  rarely  preferred  against  the 
Protestant  section  of  the  missionary  body. 


In  flagrant  cases  of  persecution,  mission- 
aries have  felt  it  their  duty  to  support 
members  of  their  churches,  and  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  occasionally  natives  have 
secured  the  influence  of  the  foreigners  in 
an  unworthy  cause.  But  interference  in 
native  litigation  as  such  receives  no  sup- 
port from  the  principles  and  practice  of 
the  general  body. 

With  reference  to  the  second  point — 
that  we  have  manifested  an  unchristian 
spirit  in  suggesting  the  punishment  of 
those  who  were  guilty  of  the  massacre  of 
foreigners  and  native  Christians — we  un- 
derstand that  the  criticism  applies  chief- 
ly to  the  message  sent  by  the  public  meet- 
ing held  in  Shanghai  in  September  last. 

1.  It  should,  in  the  first  place,  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  resolutions  passed  at  that 
meeting  were  called  for  by  the  proposal 
of  the  Allies  to  evacuate  Peking  imme- 
diately after  the  relief  of  the  legations.  It 
was  felt,  not  only  by  missionaries,  but  by 
the  whole  of  the  foreign  residents  in 
China,  that  such  a course  would  be  fraught 
with  the  greatest  disaster,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  give  sanction  to  further  lawlessness. 

2.  Further,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
whilst  suggesting  that  a satisfactory  set- 
tlement “should  include  the  adequate  pun- 
ishment of  all  who  were  guilty  of  the 
recent  murders  of  foreigners  and  native 
Christians,”  it  wras  left  to  the  Powers  to 
decide  what  that  “adequate  punishment” 
should  be.  Moreover,  when  taking  such 
measures  as  were  necessary,  they  were 
urged  to  “make  every  effort  to  avoid  all 
needless  and  indiscriminate  slaughter  of 
Chinese  and  destruction  of  their  prop- 
erty.” 

3.  By  a strange  misunderstanding,  we 
find  that  this  suggestion  has  been  inter- 
preted as  though  it  were  animated  by  an 
unchristian  spirit  of  revenge.  With  the 
loss  of  scores  of  friends  and  colleagues 
still  fresh  upon  us,  and  with  stories  of 
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cruel  massacres  reaching  us  day  by  day, 
it  would  not  have  been  surprising  had  we 
been  betrayed  by  intemperate  expressions, 
but  we  entirely  repudiate  the  idea  which 
has  been  read  into  our  words.  If  govern- 
ments are  the  ministers  of  God’s  right- 
eousness, then  surely  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  Christian  government  not  only  to 
uphold  the  right,  but  to  put  down  the 
wrong,  and  equally  the  duty  of  all  Chris- 
tian subjects  to  support  them  in  so  doing. 
For  China,  as  for  Western  nations, 
anarchy  is  the  alternative  to  law.  Both 
justice  and  mercy  require  the  judicial  pun- 
ishment of  the  wrong-doers  in  the  recent 
outrages.  For  the  good  of  the  people 
themselves,  for  the  upholding  of  that 
standard  of  righteousness  which  they  ac- 
knowledge and  respect,  for  the  strengthen- 
ing and  encouragement  of  those  officials 
whose  sympathies  have  been  throughout  on 
the  side  of  law  and  order,  and  for  the 
protection  of  our  own  helpless  women  and 
children  and  the  equally  helpless  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Church,  we  think  that 
such  violations  of  treaty  obligations,  and 
such  heartless  and  unprovoked  massacres 
as  have  been  carried  out  by  official  author- 
ity or  sanction,  should  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  unpunished.  It  is  not  of  our  personal 
wrongs  that  we  think,  but  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  law  and  order,  and  of  the  future 
safety  of  all  foreigners  residing  in  the 
interior  of  China,  who,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, are  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Chinese  law,  but,  according  to  the  treaties, 
are  immediately  responsible  to,  and  under 
the  protection  of,  their  respective  govern- 
ments. 

It  is,  unhappily,  the  lot  of  missionaries 
to  be  misunderstood  and  spoken  against, 
and  we  are  aware  that  in  any  explanation 
we  now  offer  we  add  to  the  risk  of  further 
misunderstanding,  but  we  cast  ourselves 
on  the  forbearance  of  our  friends,  and  beg 
them  to  refrain  from  hasty  and  ill-formed 


judgments.  If,  on  our  part,  there  have 
been  extreme  statements,  if  individual 
missionaries  have  used  intemperate  words, 
or  have  made  demands  out  of  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  our  Divine  Lord,  is  it 
too  much  to  ask  that  the  anguish  and  the 
peril  through  which  so  many  of  our  num- 
ber have  gone  during  the  last  six  months 
should  be  remembered,  and  that  the  whole 
body  should  not  be  made  responsible  for 
the  hasty  utterances  of  the  few  ? 

On  the  eve  of  the  new  era  which  is 
about  to  dawn  upon  this  ancient  empire, 
we  would  appeal  to  all  who  own  the  au- 
thority of  Jesus  Christ  to  aid  us  in  bring- 
ing about  a better  understanding  of  the 
true  position  of  affairs,  and  our  relation  to 
them.  At  the  same  time,  we  would  re- 
affirm our  entire  faith  in  the  Christian 
gospel  as  the  one  great  agency  for  the 
mental,  moral  and  spiritual  elevation  of 
this  people,  and  we  would  place  ourselves 
afresh  on  the  altar  of  service,  praying  that 
with  greater  humility  and  with  more  com- 
plete consecration  we  may  exercise  the 
ministry  to  which  we  are  called. 

THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL  SUPERIN- 
TENDENT. * 

Next  to  the  pastor,  the  superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath  school  holds  the  most  im- 
portant office  in  the  congregation.  Did 
you  ever  think  of  that?  I do  not  say 
this  because  I have  the  great  honor  and 
privilege  of  being  a Sabbath  school  super- 
intendent, but  from  years  of  service  in 
this  line  of  work  it  has  been  deeply  im- 
pressed on  my  mind  that  this  position, 
rightly  filled,  contains  great  responsibil- 
ities. Too  many  superintendents  fail  to 
realize  what  an  important  office  they  fill, 
and  the  result  is  that  they  do  not  fill  it 
at  all.  The  office  of  elder  or  deacon,  as 
found  in  the  ordinary  church,  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  compared  with  it.  The  super- 

* Spoken  at  a Sabbath  School  Convention . 
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intendent  is  usually,  and  rightly,  too, 
elected  by  the  Session.  He  is  held  entirely 
responsible  by  it,  as  to  the  welfare  of  the 
school.  In  most  congregations  a monthly 
or  quarterly  report  is  made  to  the  Session 
on  the  progress  of  work  by  the  superin- 
tendent. In  my  experience  I find  it  quite 
helpful,  as  I receive  help  and  suggestions 
from  the  members  of  the  Session,  who  are 
always  interested  in  this  most  important 
department  of  the  congregational  work. 

In  all  lines  of  business  the  manager  is 
responsible  for  a large  output.  He  watches 
every  department  so  that  the  very  best  re- 
sults are  obtained.  The  Session  holds  the 
superintendent  responsible  for  the  very 
best  results  in  the  school.  The  superin- 
tendent is  not  faithful  to  his  trust  who 
does  not  keep  ever  before  his  mind  the  two 
chief  aims  of  the  Sabbath  school — win- 
ning souls  and  the  study  of  God’s  Word. 
Assuming,  then,  that  the  superintendent 
realizes  the  importance  of  his  office,  I 
would  say : 

First.  He  is  entirely  responsible  for  the 
choosing  of  the  best  teachers.  After  the 
superintendent,  the  teacher  holds  the  most 
responsible  position  in  the  Sabbath  school. 
Those  should  be  sought  for  teachers  who 
are  best  adapted  to  do  the  work,  and  such 
a selection  should  be  made  only  after  care- 
ful inquiry  and  much  study.  This  is  a 
most  delicate  and  difficult  task.  Many  a 
time  a class  is  broken  up  by  putting  one  as 
teacher,  who,  generally  speaking,  was 
capable  to  teach  a class,  but  not  that  par- 
ticular one.  Each  teacher  has  his  particu- 
lar individuality,  and  the  same  is  true  of 
the  class ; the  task  is  to  bring  together  two 
harmonious  individualities.  Just  like  the 
story  told  of  one  of  our  theological  profes- 
sors, who,  when  spoken  to  in  regard  to  the 
poor  specimen  of  sermons  delivered  by 
the  boys  of  a certain  class,  remarked,  “We 
do  the  best  we  can  with  what  they  send  to 
the  seminary,”  so  the  superintendent 


often  puts  up  with  the  best  on  hand. 
Every  large  school  should  have  a class  in 
which  there  are  those  in  training  who  are 
willing  to  serve  as  teachers  when  needed. 
A certain  Sabbath  school  teacher  was  re- 
markably successful  in  gathering  around 
him  a class  of  young  ladies.  He  com- 
menced with  nothing  and  formed  his  class 
by  inviting  the  young  ladies  of  his  ac- 
quaintance not  already  in  school,  and  not 
as  yet  Christians,  to  unite  in  a class  under 
his  instruction.  In  the  course  of  two  or 
three  years  his  class  of  a dozen  or  more 
was  quite  sure  to  be  led  to  Christ.  With 
rare  tact  and  great  wisdom  he  would  lead 
them  on  until  they  were  in  the  church. 
Then  he  would  say,  “Now,  I want  this 
class  to  break  up ; I want  you  all  to  become 
teachers  and  take  classes  in  the  school.” 
As  soon  as  he  had  persuaded  them  to  this 
he  'would  go  out  and  bring  others  in  and 
begin  his  work  over  again  in  leading  them 
to  Christ.  In  my  experience  I have  found 
it  wise  to  consult  the  class  as  to  their  pref- 
erence, and  they  are  not  slow  to  express 
a preference  for  a certain  individual. 

Again,  the  superintendent  is  account- 
able to  a great  extent  for  what  is  taught 
in  the  class.  No  doubt  the  speaker  who 
follows  me  will  tell  you  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  teacher  as  to  the  welfare  of  the 
class  and  school.  I believe  the  catechism 
is  not  being  taught  in  Covenanter  Sab- 
bath schools  as  it  should  be.  Some  consider 
it  a thing  of  the  past.  In  our  school  we 
have  always  insisted  on  five  minutes  being 
given  to  the  study  of  the  catechism  bv  each 
class,  and  as  far  as  I know,  without  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Oat- 
meal and  Shorter  Catechism  will  always 
remain  a healthy  diet  for  3-oung  and  old. 
It  is  the  chief  duty  of  the  superintendent 
to  ascertain  from  each  teacher  how  many 
of  the  class  are  followers  of  the  Master. 
Teachers,  if  I were  to  ask  you,  could  you 
tell  me  how  many  of  your  class  have  given 
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themselves  to  the  Saviour,  or  is  it  possible 
that  you  have  forgotten  this  most  im- 
portant matter  ? Superintendents,  do  you 
keep  in  touch  with  your  teachers  and  their 
work?  Are  you  helping  them  in  all  pos- 
sible ways  to  bring  precious  souls  to  the 
Redeemer?  If  not,  I would  pray  you  to 
begin  anew.  The  whole  machinery  of  the 
Sabbath  school  is  arranged  to  this  end,  and 
the  one  question  which  most  decides  its 
merit  is,  What  does  it  do  for  souls  ? 

The  superintendent  is  entirely  re-  » 
sponsible  for  the  school  opening  and 
closing  on  time.  I was  once  in  a 
school  in  the  East  where  I asked, 
“What  time  does  the  school  open  ?” 
“About  2 o’clock,”  was  the  reply.  I found 
that  about  2 o’clock  meant  2 :30.  The  su- 
perintendent, like  our  friends,  the  China- 
men, did  not  know  the  value  of  time,  and 
any  time  after  2 o’clock  suited  him.  The 
pupils  and  teachers  soon  found  this  out, 
and  they  arrived  in  time  to  meet  the  su- 
perintendent. If  the  school  hour  is  2 
o’clock,  begin ; never  mind  if  the  sexton 
and  yourself  are  the  only  ones  present. 
The  pupils  and  teachers  will  soon  find  out 
that  you  mean  to  start  on  time,  and  be 
ashamed  to  arrive  late.  In  many  congre- 
gations where  church  service  follows  the 
Sabbath  school  hour,  it  is  often  difficult  to 
close  on  time,  especially  where  only  one 
hour  is  allotted  for  the  school  session. 
The  only  way  to  remedy  this  is  to  get  the 
Session  after  the  superintendent,  who  will 
come  to  time  after  a few  calls. 

Again,  the  superintendent  is  entirely 
responsible  for  good  order  in  the  school. 
The  superintendent  who  cannot  keep  good 
order  in  the  Sabbath  school  should  resign. 
He  is  not  fitted  for  the  place.  It  is  im- 
possible to  do  good  work  in  the  Sabbath 
school  without  order.  Nothing  should  be 
attempted,  singing,  praying,  reading  or 
teaching,  without  there  is  order.  As  we 
all  know,  it  is  a good  deal  easier  to  pre- 


serve order  in  the  church  school  than  in  a 
mission  school,  and  yet  I have  visited  mis- 
sion schools  where  the  superintendent  had 
the  best  of  order.  The  secret  of  it  was 
the  superintendent  was  able  to  govern  him- 
self. He  never  lost  his  temper  or  showed 
irritation.  He  made  up  his  mind  to  have 
order,  and  he  got  it.  The  presence  of  the 
superintendent  in  the  room  at  all  times 
is  quite  helpful  to  the  keeping  of  order. 
At  times  an  unruly  boy  may  be  found  in 
the  Sabbath  school,  and  one  feels  like  ex- 
pelling him,  but  this  should  be  the  last  re- 
sort, and  is  seldom  necessary.  A visit  to 
the  home  of  the  boy  by  teacher  and  super- 
intendent will  work  wonders.  Have  you 
such  a case  in  your  school  ? Try  this  plan 
and  see  how  it  will  work. 

The  superintendent  is  entirely  respon- 
sible for  the  selection  of  suitable  psalms 
and  tunes.  What  is  better  than  a nice 
tune  and  suitable  psalms,  which  all  can 
sing,  both  young  and  old?  Lifeless  sing- 
ing means,  usually,  a dead  Sabbath  school. 
Have  you  ever  been  in  a Covenanter  Sab- 
bath school  when  the  singing  was  lifeless  ? 
I have,  and  the  school  ought  to  have  been 
buried.  It  was  dead,  but  they  did  not 
know  it.  The  superintendent  is  to  blame 
for  it.  You  don’t  necessarily  have  to  sing 
the  new  version  to  get  the  best  tunes  and 
psalms,  although  I prefer  the  new  ver- 
sion on  account  of  the  great  variety. 
Psalms  bearing  on  the  lesson  should  al- 
ways be  selected,  with  such  tunes  as  the 
majority  present  can  sing.  Let  the  schol- 
ars understand  that  the  words  are  the  main 
thing  in  the  singing,  and  try  to  have  them 
sing  with  the  spirit  and  the  understand- 
ing. 

To  the  superintendents  present,  if  what 
I have  said  concerning  the  responsibility 
of  your  position  has  helped  you  any,  I 
have  in  a measure  accomplished  the  pur- 
pose of  this  paper.  It  is  not  so  much  the 
position  we  are  called  to  fill,  but  the  spirit 
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with  which  we  fill  it,  that  counts  with  God. 

J.  S.  Tibby. 

THE  SERVICE  OF  PRAISE  AND 

THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL  * 

The  voice  is  the  truest  instrument  of 
music  in  existence.  No  higher  compli- 
ment can  be  given  a master  of  the  violin 
than  that  the  tones  he  produces  are  almost 
human.  Nearly  every  one  then  possesses 
a musical  instrument  which  all  the  skill 
of  human  art  cannot  produce,  and  the 
more  it  is  used  the  better  it  becomes.  Like 
the  miraculous  pitcher,  its  magic  charm 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  gives  forth  its 
sweetness  only  to  be  again  replenished. 

Praise  is  not  always  considered  service. 
By  service  we  generally  mean  good,  honest 
work  done  for  love  or  money.  If  we  are 
working  for  money  and  do  not  work  well, 
we  lose  the  money  and  the  chance  to  earn 
it.  If  we  are  working  for  love  and  do  not 
work  well,  we  had  better  stop  before  we 
begin  to  add  insult  to  injury.  Our  posi- 
tion as  servants,  then,  in  the  matter  of 
praise  might  be  rather  unstable  if  God 
were  as  hard  on  us  as  we  are  on  our  fel- 
low beings.  He  might  dismiss  us  for  our 
indifference  or  charge  us  with  taking  His 
name  in  vain  when  we  sing  over  the  num- 
ber of  verses  announced  without  any 
thought  of  the  love  and  adoration  in  them. 
And  is  it  not  often  so  ? How  many  times 
our  service  of  praise  is  poorly  done  because 
we  do  not  remember  that  we  must  be  about 
our  Father’s  business,  and  part  of  that 
work  is  praising  Him  with  our  whole  heart 
for  His  goodness.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
as  God  has  given  us  the  instrument  of 
praise  and  the  command  to  do  it.  He  ex- 
pects from  each  one  a ready  and  cheerful 
response,  and  will  hold  us  accountable  for 
it.  But  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law, 
and  we  will  need  no  warning  or  reminder 
of  the  duty  if  we  love  Him,  for  then  we 

* Spoken  at  a Sabbath  School  Convention. 


can’t  help  praising  Him.  Our  whole  life 
will  be  filled  with  praise  and  songs  of  glad- 
ness. 

The  Sabbath  school  is  the  best  place  to 
teach  the  children  how  to  praise  God.  They 
have  no  prejudice  of  any  kind  to  begin 
with.  They  accept  what  is  taught  them 
and  are  willing  and  eager  to  obey.  They 
must  be  interested  in  the  singing,  and 
like  the  tune  and  the  leader,  and  be  ex- 
pected to  sing  with  all  their  might.  At 
first  the  words  of  the  psalm  will  not  make 
much  difference  unless  they  have  memo- 
rized them,  but  when  they  become  a little 
older  they  wonder  why  we  don’t  sing 
hymns  like  many  others,  and  they  have  a 
right  to  know.  We  could  make  a lasting 
impression  on  their  minds  by  explaining 
why  the  psalms  are  used  and  giving  their 
origin  and  history  in  a plain  and  simple 
way  that  the  children  could  understand, 
and  by  telling  the  customs  of  the  people 
and  the  times  in  which  they  were  written, 
we  might  impress  their  value  upon  the 
children  forever.  Now  we  must  have  tunes 
which  are  modern  and  liked  by  all.  To 
those  who  are  old  and  gray  no  tunes  of 
modern  times  are  as  sweet  as  the  old 
familiar  ones  used  long  ago.  They  are 
connected  in  their  minds  with  the  pleasant 
associations  of  childhood  and  their 
younger  days,  but  the  children,  of  course, 
do  not  have  these  delightful  memories 
clustering  around  the  old  tunes,  and  will 
find  them  dull.  Let  us  in  the  Sabbath 
school  have  the  very  prettiest  tunes  in  the 
book.  A great  deal  depends  on  the  leader, 
and  to  lead  well  one  must  not  be  able 
simply  to  start  the  tune.  He  must  be  in 
a position  to  be  seen  as  well  as  heard  by  all 
and  to  get  the  children’s  attention.  He 
must  expect  them  to  sing,  and  if  they  do 
not  he  should  stop  and  find  the  reason 
they  are  not  singing,  and  kindly  insist 
that  they  do,  making  the  music  so  attrac- 
tive that  they  would  rather  sing  than  not. 
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Let  us  not  be  afraid  of  spending  too 
much  time  in  Sabbath  schools  with  sing- 
ing. It  is  as  necessary  as  the  lesson  and 
as  profitable.  The  results  of  good  singing 
in  the  Sabbath  schools  are  seen  in  many 
places.  The  singing  in  the  church  will  be 
improved,  the  children  will  flock  in  with 
their  friends  and  they  will  sing  the  psalms 
in  their  homes.  Very  often  we  hear  of  a 
parent  who  has  been  brought  to  Christ  by 
hearing  the  children  singing  of  His  love 
and  redeeming  grace. 

A teacher  once  told  her  Sabbath  school 
class  that  she  wished  each  one  would  sing 
at  home  and  when  they  sang  to  find  some 
work  to  do  and  sing  and  work  together. 
She  visited  the  home  of  one  of  the  children 
some  time  after,  and  found  the  mother  of 
the  child  very  grateful,  for,  she  said,  “The 
child  has  gotten  into  the  habit  of  singing 
as  she  works,  and  her  heart  is  light  and 
happy,  and  she  is  like  a bit  of  sunshine  in 
the  house.” 

When  we  pray  we  ask  God  for  things 
we  need,  and  when  we  praise  Him  we  show 
our  gratitude  to  Him  for  them.  If  we  do 
not  praise  Him  as  heartily  as  we  pray  to 
Him,  we  are  ungrateful  and  do  not  deserve 
His  kindnesses.  Let  us  not  be  found  want- 
ing in  this  respect,  but  sing  His  praises 
until  the  whole  earth  shall  be  filled  with 
His  glory. 

(Miss)  Gertrude  Martin. 

PROTESTANT  MOVEMENT  IN 
AUSTRIA. 

Dr.  Eisenkolb,  during  a recent  discus- 
sion in  the  Austrian  Parliament,  made  a 
most  cheering  confession  of  his  faith.  “We 
have  declared,”  he  said,  “our  adherence 
to  the  new  faith  because  in  our  heart  of 
hearts  we  believe  it  to  be  the  truth.  We 
have  no  sinister  motives  in  becoming  Pro- 
testants. We  have  our  catechism  in  our 
hands,  and  after  a long  time  we  have  again 


learned  how  to  pray;  our  inmost  nature 
has  been  warmed  by  a living  Christian 
faith;  our  hearts  belong  to  Jesus  Christ 
the  Saviour.  We  will  not  permit  anybody, 
not  even  if  he  be  a minister,  to  step  be- 
tween us  and  our  God,  the  Saviour,  as  a 
mediator.  We  are  happy  in  having  taken 
up  the  battle  for  true  Christianity  and  the 
gospel,  because  our  hearts  belong  to  the 
Lord.  * * * We  recognize  it  as  our 

most  sacred  duty  to  spread  the  evangelical 
faith  to  the  ends  of  the  empire.”  The 
Kirchenzeitung , the  organ  of  the  move- 
ment, proclaims  the  triumphant  fact  that 
13,000  persons  have  become  Protestants, 
whilst  7,000  more  have  joined  the  Old 
Catholics. — Ex. 

THE  FAILURE  OF  ISLAM. 

In  a most  suggestive  address  on  “The 
Failure  of  Islam,”  the  Rev.  Professor 
Margoliouth,  of  Oxford,  points  out  that 
one  cannot  read  between  the  lines  in  the 
better  class  of  Mohammedan  authors  with- 
out seeing  that  many  of  them  are  con- 
scious of  the  terrible  consequences  of  such 
a career  as  that  of  the  Arabian  prophet 
being  even  recorded,  not  to  say  being  held 
up  as  a pattern.  “The  association  of  Mo- 
hammed’s career  with  infallibility  and  the 
representation  of  his  bad  book  as  the 
direct  utterance  of  God  is  the  source  of 
terrible  mischief.”  This  is  an  important 
point.  The  Founder  of  Christianity  may 
be  confidently  held  up  as  a model  for  peo- 
ple of  every  age,  race  and  class;  but  the 
idea  of  the  founder  of  Islam  being  con- 
sidered a model  for  the  generations  of 
men  to  imitate,  borders  almost  on  the 
ludicrous.  No  single  fact  more  fully  re- 
futes the  claim  of  Mohammed  to  be  a 
divinely  appointed  prophet  than  this — his 
example  cannot  be  followed  by  any  com- 
munity without  involving  moral  deteriora- 
tion.— The  Indian  Witness. 
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— An  event  that  will  make  the  14th  of 
September  a day  memorable  in  the  history 
of  the  United  States  is  the  death  of  its 
Christian  President,  William  McKinley.. 
At  an  early  hour,  when  it  was  yet  dark  and 
all  nature  was  hushed,  the  messenger 
came  and  his  ransomed  spirit  passed  with- 
in the  veil.  The  pathetic  farewell  of  the 
previous  evening,  when  medical  and  sur- 
gical skill  vainly  strove  to  retain  him  for 
further  patriotic  service,  revealed  the  true 
character  of  the  man:  “Good  bye,  all; 

good  bve.  It  is  God’s  way.  His  will  be 
done.”  His  name  will  live,  when  Lawless- 
ness and  every  other  worldly  agency  that 
exalteth  itself  against  the  love  and  author- 
ity of  our  Mediatorial  King  shall  have 
been  overthrown  and  buried  out  of  sight. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  dis- 
tinguishing excellencies  of  Mr.  McKinley 
as  magistrate,  citizen,  or  man  of  affairs,  lie 
was  always  and  everywhere  the  humble 
disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  showing  himself, 
both  in  public  and  private  life,  under  con- 
trol of  Christian  principles.  His  appear- 
ance on  the  platform  of  Carnegie  Hall  at 
the  Ecumenical  Conference  of  Foreign 
Missions  held  in  New  York,  April,  1900, 
was  in  itself  a fearless  avowal  of  Itis  per- 
sonal loyalty  to  Christ,  while  his  address 
on  that  occasion  was  a simple  plea  for  the 
extension  of  a cause  dear  to  his  heart,  be- 
cause dear  to  the  heart  of  his  Saviour  and 
Lord.  Every  one  who  has  read  the  re- 
port of  the  Conference  will  recall  its  clos- 
ing words:  “May  this  great  meeting  re- 
kindle the  spirit  of  missionary  ardor  and 
enthusiasm  ‘to  go  teach  all  nations,’  and 
may  the  field  never  lack  a succession  of 
heralds  who  shall  carry  on  the  task — the 
continuous  proclamation  of  His  gospel  to 
the  end  of  time.” 

The  victim  of  a cowardly  assassin,  the 


dying  President  manifested  quiet  submis- 
sion to  the  Divine  will  and  unshaken  con- 
fidence in  the  Divine  administration  of 
human  affairs.  History  records  nothing 
more  touching  and  impressive  than  the 
last  whispered  message  to  statesmen  and 
patriots : “It  is  God’s  way.  His  will  be 
done.”  To  his  mind  there  was  no  room 
for  anxiety.  Good  men,  whose  presence 
seems  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  may  be  taken  away,  and  it  may 
look  as  if  the  enemy  would  prevail.  But 
“God  sitteth  above  the  water  floods,  and 
God  remaineth  King  forever.” 

— Special  attention  is  called  to  the  fol- 
lowing statement  from  the  President  of 
the  Central  Board  in  regard  to  the  Domes- 
tic Mission : 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted 
by  Synod  at  its  last  meeting : 

“That  clerks  of  Presbyteries  be  in- 
structed to  notify  all  congregations  and 
mission  stations  receiving  aid  from  the 
Domestic  Mission  Fund  that  unless  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  Avork  done  be 
forwarded  to  the  clerks  in  time  for  them 
to  report  to  the  Central  Board  at  its  meet- 
ings in  October,  January,  April  and  May, 
when  distribution  of  funds  will  be  made, 
no  appropriations  for  aid  for  such  negli- 
gent congregation  will  be  forwarded  until 
the  next  distribution  is  made;  and,  also, 
that  treasurers  be  instructed  to  make  pay- 
ment of  funds  received  from  the  Central 
Board  only  on  vouchers  received  from 
clerks.” 

This  recommendation  was  made  at  the 
request  of  one  of  the  clerks,  in  order  to 
have  more  system  in  our  methods.  The 
Board  depends  wholly  on  clerks  for  the 
information  necessary  to  enable  it  to  de- 
cide as  to  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
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to  be  sent  each  quarter  to  the  treasurers 
of  Presbyteries.  The  clerks  depend  for 
their  information  on  the  parties  receiving 
aid  and  the  chairmen  of  supply  commit- 
tees. Certainly,  it  is  not  asking  too  much 
of  these  latter,  that  each  send  at  least  a 
postal  card  to  the  clerk  of  his  Presbytery 
not  later  than  the  first  day  of  each  quar- 
ter, stating  whether  or  not  the  full  amount 
of  work  has  been  done,  and,  if  not,  to 
what  extent  the  appropriation  should  be 
reduced.  Nor  is  it  asking  too  much  of 
clerks  of  Presbyteries  that  they  forward 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board  once  each  quarter  a postal  card  stat- 
ing the  amount  of  the  appropriation  that 
has  been  earned.  There  is  no  necessity 
for  bringing  any  concrete  case  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board.  It  is  the  Presby- 
teries that  made  the  recommendations. 
They  alone  are  competent  to  decide. 

The  collection  for  the  Domestic  Fund  is 
October  first  Sabbath;  $8,000  are  asked 
for  and  needed.  The  salaries  of  those  re- 
ceiving aid  are  small;  the  entire  amount 
distributed  is  always  earned  before  distri- 
bution is  made;  no  little  inconvenience  is 
occasioned  in  many  cases  if  payment  is  de- 
layed. 

Why  should  not  these  appropriations  be 
paid  as  they  become  due,  even  if  the  money 
must  be  borrowed?  If  a firm  employs 
men  to  do  its  work  and  neglects  or  refuses 
to  pay  them  when  the  work  has  been  done, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  denouncing  the 
firm  as  dishonest.  If  it  cannot  raise  the 
money  to  pay  its  employees,  it  should  no 
longer  ask  men  to  work  for  it.  Does  not 
the  same  rule  apply  to  the  Church  ? If 
not,  why  ? 

If  congregations  contribute  as  liberally 
as  they  should  to  this  fund  on  the  first 
Sabbath  of  October,  there  will  be  no  neces- 
sity for  either  borrowing  or  delaying  un- 
necessarily the  payment  of  an  honest  debt. 
Eight  thousand  dollars  are  needed.  Dis- 


tribution will  be  made  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
October. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

— The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  wishes  us  to  re- 
mind ministers  and  elders  of  his  request 
at  last  meeting  of  Synod,  for  their  co-oper- 
ation in  seeking  to  place  the  missionary 
literature  of  the  church  in  every  family. 
Some  elders  and  ministers  have  done  so, 
not  merely  to  gratify  him,  but  rather  in 
the  spirit  of  a beloved  brother  in  charge 
of  an  outstation,  who,  in  a letter  covering 
enough  money  to  pay  for  a map  of  the 
mission  fields  and  nine  subscriptions  to 
Olive  Trees  to  the  end  of  1902,  says : “I 
want  myself  and  my  people  to  know  more 
about  our  missions  and  all  missions.”  This 
request  is  renewed  wholly  in  the  interests 
of  missionary  work,  and  with  an  intense 
desire  to  have  all  the  ministers  and  elders 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian.  Church 
laborers  together  of  God  in  the  great  en- 
terprise for  world-wide  evangelization 

— The  Fleming  II.  Revell  Company, 
New  York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  has 
handed  us  the  following  volumes: 

Daybreak  in  Livingstonia.  James  IT. 
Jack,  M. A.  Price,  $ 1.50;  and 

Arabia,  the  Cradle  of  Islam.  Rev.  S. 
M.  Ztvemer,  F.R.G.S.  Price,  $2.00. 

The  first  book  is  a fascinating  history 
of  the  Livingstonia  Mission  in  Central 
Africa,  named  after  the  heroic  explorer, 
David  Livingstone,  and  inaugurated  about 
two  years  after  his  pathetic  death,  May  1. 
1873,  amid  the  swamps  of  Lake  Bang- 
weolo.  The  devoted  men  who  went  from 
Britain  on  this  enterprise  of  mercy  labored 
amid  many  privations  for  six  years  before 
their  hearts  were  gladdened  with  a single 
conversion.  But  when  one  man  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1881,  made  a public  con- 
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fession  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  atten- 
tion of  many  were  arrested,  and  ten  years 
later  one  hundred  had  been  received  into 
the  fellowship  of  the  Church,  and  two  hun- 
dred were  applicants  for  baptism.  In 
1895  there  came  a time  of  great  blessing, 
when  men  and  women  flocked  in  such 
numbers  to  the  services  that  no  building 
was  large  enough  to  receive  them.  And 
ever  since  the  work  has  made  almost 
miraculous  progress  wherever  the  gospel 
has  been  preached.  “Several  churches,” 
says  the  author,  “are  now  fully  organized 
with  kirk  sessions.  Whole  tribes,  who 
lived  in  the  past  only  for  warfare  and 
plunder,  have  become  anxious  to  learn 
about  the  Saviour.  Fierce  warriors  who 
once  roamed  over  the  country,  spilling 
their  brothers’  blood,  are  settling  down  to 
peaceful  lives  * * * and  willing  to 

spend  a month’s  wages  to  buy  a copy  of  the 
Bible.”  Dr.  Laws,  writing  May,  1899,  says 
that  on  one  occasion  he  saw  a “flagon  filled 
with  water  set  beside  the  baptismal  fonts 
and  required  to  replenish  the  fonts  getting 
empty  through  the  numbers  baptized.” 
He  represents  himself  and  his  associates 
as  men  that  dream,  on  witnessing  the 
great  things  the  Lord  has  wrought. 

This  book  should  be  read  in  every 
family  of  the  Church.  It  is  worth  ten- 
fold the  price  as  a revelation  of  the  sav- 
ing power  of  the  gospel  and  a prophecy 
of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  Christianity  in 
Africa  and  throughout  the  world. 

The  second  book  is  a volume  of  excep- 
tional value,  not  only  to  those  interested 
in  missionary  work,  but  also  to  the  gen- 
eral reader.  It  brings  within  his  reach  in- 
formation that  is  accessible  only  to 
scholars,  and  describes  with  the  accuracy 
of  personal  observation  the  customs,  tradi- 
tions and  religion  of  a country  that  is  to  a 
large  extent  unknown  to-day. 

Mr.  Zwemer,  however,  is  a true  mis- 
sionary, and  writes  from  a missionary 


standpoint.  The  design  of  his  book  is  to 
awaken  interest  in  neglected  Arabia,  and 
urge  upon  Christian  people  the  need  of 
evangelistic  work  among  its  Moslem  in- 
habitants. And  his  prayer  is  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  those  who  “love 
the  Arabs  and  labor  for  their  enlighten- 
ment and  redemption.” 

Olive  Trees  would  be  glad  to  see  this 
volume  in  the  hands  of  ministers  and 
theological  students  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  Money  to  put  it 
there  would  be  money  given  to  the  Lord. 

— The  Fleming  H.  Revel!  Company  has 
also  sent  us  a delightful  little  pamphlet 
of  Dr.  G.  Campbell  Morgan’s,  entitled 
“All  Things  New.”  It  is  a message  to  new 
converts,  and  to  only  two  lines  of  the  mes- 
sage do  we  take  exception.  When  urging 
care  as  to  “what  church  you  join,”  the 
author  says:  “I  care  nothing  as  to  its 

ecclesiastical  polity,  nothing  as  to  its  form 
of  worship.”  That  is  a mistake.  The 
honor  of  “the  enthroned  and  glorified 
Christ,”  whose  fellowship  he  commends,  is 
wrapped  up  in  the  “ecclesiastical  polity” 
and  the  “form  of  worship”  which  He  has 
instituted.  These  are  not  matters  of  in- 
difference. With  this  exception  the 
pamphlet  contains  the  very  counsels,  ten- 
der and  loving,  that  every  minister  must 
desire  to  address  to  the  youth  of  his 
charge.  It  can  be  had  for  one  dollar  a 
dozen  copies,  and  meritsawidecirculation. 

— A brief  letter  from  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb, 
written  at  Oakland,  Cal.,  on  the  day  of 
sailing,  reports  the  missionary  party  in 
excellent  health  and  spirits.  He  preached 
and  taught  the  Bible  class  in  the  Mission 
on  the  previous  Sabbath,  and  on  Wednes- 
day the  Chinese  gave  them  a reception. 
Then  he  adds:  “I  shall  be  glad  to  get 

back  to  my  work  and  am  glad  to  be  on  the 
way.” 
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— Since  last  report  Olive  Trees  has 
received  from  the  young  women  of  the 
Church,  toward  the  salary  of  their  mis- 
sionary, the  following  payments  for  1901 : 


Miss  M.  Blair,  East  End,  Pa $5  00 

Mrs.  Eda  S.  E.  McKee,  Allegheny, 

Pa 10  00 

Miss  Susie  W.  W iggins,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  (2  years) 10  00 

Mrs.  Dr.  W.  M.  Moore,  Cyprus  (3 
years) 15  00 


The  following  payments  have  also  been 
made  toward  the  salary  of  pastors’  mis- 
sionary for  1901: 

Rev.  A.  Kilpatrick,  Valencia,  Pa.  . $5  00 

Eev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Selma,  Ala 15  00 

There  has  also  been  one  subscription 
received  toward  the  salary  of  elders’  mis- 
sionary for  1901 : 

Memorial  of  Jas.  R.  McKee $15  00 


— In  August  Olive  Trees  received, 
through  Dr.  J.  W.  Sproull,  $5  for  the 
starving  Chinese  from  Mrs.  Robert  Park- 
hill,  of  TJniontown,  Pa.;  $25  from  the 
Sabbath  School  of  Second  Boston,  balance 
of  a fifty-dollar  pledge  toward  the  support 
of  a native  teacher  in  Syria;  and  $5  from 
Mr.  W.  J.  Beaks,  of  Ra)r,  Ind.,  half  to  go 
toward  the  payment  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sion debt  and  half  to  the  general  fund. 

— We  have  received  the  initial  number 
of  the  Ilcbreiv  Messenger , an  illustrated 
quarterly,  devoted  to  missionary  work 
among  the  Jews.  It  will  be  edited  by  Rev. 
J.  C.  McFeeters,  D.D.,  1511  Christian 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  purpose  is 
to  keep  the  work  of  the  “Mission  of  the 
Covenant  to  Israel”  before  the  churches. 
The  subscription  price  is  20  cents  a year. 


Letters  for  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  Miss  Jennie  Torrence,  and  Aliss  J.  Maude  George, 
M.D.,  should  be  addressed  to  Tak  Ring  Chau,  West  River,  via  Canton,  China. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS 

OF  THE 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Chvirch  in 

SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND  ADJOINING  PARTS  OF 

TURKEY  IN  ASIA. 


This  map  is  about  CO  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical 
authorities,  and  the  workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  aud  relative  importance  of 
towns  or  villages  where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $;i.OO. 

Sabbath  Schools  can  have  it  for  $2.00  and  13  cents  for  postage. 

ADDRESS 


OLIVE  TREES,  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York 


DIRECTORY  OF 


HOME  FOR  THE  A6ED  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESDYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

LINDEN  AVE.,  ALLEGHENY,  I* A. 

President,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Morton,  Perrysville  Ave. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Haslett,  1515  Federal  St. 

Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Sloane,  Sheridan,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sproull,  122  East  North  Ave. 

Donation  Secretary,  Mrs.  Jno.  M.  Allen,  1519  Fremont  St. 

Chairman,  Receiving  Committee,  Mrs.  R.  J.  George,  1411  Arch  St. 


PITPISTIPT/  A nm  T TPPTP  The  only  College  in  the 
LtJIjIn  -LLl  V JA.  UUJjJjJIiU'-LLJ.  u.  S.  under  control  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  O.  S. 

NEW  COURSES,  Our  papers  accepted  at  Columbia,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Michigan 

NEW  FACILITIES,  University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

NEW  BUILDINGS,  Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates. 

Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 


BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 
Publisher,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 

PnliMer  aid  Importer  ol  FRENCH  BOOKS. 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AYENUE, 

U.  W.  Cor.  of  48th  Street.  'N’E  W Y OBK. 

CARD  ENGRAVING,  STAMPING,  'WEDDING  INVITATIONS, 

riOTURKH  AND  PIOTUBB  FRAMINO. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

Telephone,  2700  Franklin  Established  1860 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  .... 
Manufacturing  Stationers 
52  to  58  DUANE  STREET 

NEW  YORK 

MACKEOWN’S 

Robert  L.  McClean.  Telephone,  1377— 38rn  St. 

WM.  MeCLEAN’S  SON, 

Eyesight  Testing  Rooms  for  Spectacles, 

Funeral  Director,  . 

21  East  12d  Street, 

, Licensed  Embalmer 

NEW  YOBS. 

869  SEVENTH  AVENUE, 

Bet.  loth  and  hist  Streets.  NEW  YORK 

WPITF  JAMES  s-  TIBBY.  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (P.  O. 

8 Box  1022),  when  you  want  the  following  COVE- 

— = NANTER  LITERATURE: 


PSALTERS,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OF  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PROFESSORS  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 
SEMINARY, 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS. 


O’/NEILL’S 

Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  21st  Street,  New  York 


IMPORTERS  AND  RETAILERS 

Dry  Goods,  Fancy  Goods,  Cloaks,  Costumes,  Fine 
Millinery,  House  Furnishing  Goods,  Etc.,  Etc. 


SEWING  MACHINES! 


No  home  is  complete 
without  a good,  practical, 
easy- running  Sewing  Ma-' 
chine.  If  it’s  a good  one,  it  will  save  money,  time  and  Worry.  We  direct 
your  special'attention  to  THE  “O’NEILL,”  one  of  the  best  Sewing 
Machines  ever  built.  It  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  'every  particular, 
and  embraces  all  the  newest  mechanical  features — automatic  bobbin 
winder,  self-threading  shuttle,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  fitted  with  a three- 
drawer,  quartered  oak,  bent  woodwork  case,  and  is 
handsomely  polished.  | mm  aa 

Price,  including  a full  set  of  attachments  put  9 ____ 

up  in  a plush-lined  metal  box,  and  a five  year  Each 

guarantee. 


Drop-head  with  four 
appear  like  a table  when 


drawers, 

closed. 


making  it 


$21.75 


OUR  FALL  AND  WINTER  FASHION  CATALOGUE 

will  be  ready  about  September  tst.  We  mail  it  free  to  all  out-of- 
town  applicants.  If  you  live  out  of  tourn,  send  for  it. 


H.  O’NEILL  & CO  6th  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  N.  Y. 


